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Preface 


n unknown person shared the following illustration: “The preacher came to 


call the other day. He said at my age I should be thinking about the hereafter. I 
told him, ‘Oh, I do all the time. No matter where I am—in the parlor, upstairs, in 
the kitchen or down in the basement, I am asking myself, what am I here after?’ ” 

While we may chuckle at the above humor, considering the “hereafter”—is 
why I wrote this book. It will answer many of your questions on death, dying and 
eternity. 


Personal Experiences with Death 


My First Encounters with Death 


was raised on West State Street in Sharon, Pennsylvania, a busy and 


potentially dangerous street. I learned about death at a young age because many 
of our dogs and cats were hit by cars and left lying along the street or sidewalk in 
front of my house. 

As a youngster, one of my favorite dogs was Smokey, a small black Scottie I 
dearly loved. One evening when someone opened the front door, he ran out and 
was hit by a car; I was devastated. 

Since it was dark outside, my father was unable to bury him, so he placed 
him behind the garage. I remember standing there the next morning, 
brokenhearted, staring at Smokey before I went to school. All day in school, I was 
thinking about what I could do to bring Smokey back to life. With my child 
mentality, I thought that if I could just move Smokey’s legs back and forth, he 
would start moving on his own and then all of a sudden jump up and start 
running around again! 

I came home from school somewhat excited, anticipating Smokey coming 
back to life. I went behind the garage and grabbed Smokey’s legs to move them, 
but he was stone cold and stiff as a board. I knew then that I could not bring him 
back to life, so I helped my dad bury him. Several days later, I dug him up, 
thinking perhaps he may now be ready to come back to life. When I saw his 
decaying body covered with maggots, I was finally convinced that he was never 
coming back to life, so I learned at a young age that death is final—at least for 
the physical body. 

While walking home from school in first grade, I came across an accident 
scene where a blond-haired girl in third grade was tragically hit and killed by a 
motorcycle. I looked at her mangled body and was certain it was my sister. I ran 
home terrified and traumatized. When I got home and discovered it was not my 
sister, I hugged and hugged her. It was only a few years later that our younger 
seven-year-old brother was hit and killed by a car. This time, my nightmare 
became a reality. 


Something Is Wrong 


As a child, I noticed something was wrong with the created world. I 


wondered: Why do people and animals get old and die? Why do flowers and 
plants wither? Why are there thorns and “jaggers” that hurt us? Why does my 
bike, swing set and merry-go-round rust and deteriorate? Why do dogs bite, bees 
sting and mosquitos suck my blood? I knew something was not quite right with 
this “creation” and felt that things were not meant to be this way, but I didn’t 
know why. And, I was right. Many years later, I would read Romans 8:19-23: 


For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing 
of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope that the 
creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into 
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the 
whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together 
until now. And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first 
fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting 
eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 


I Thought Spirits Could Return 


Because of the many experiences of death I had gone through at a young 
age, not only with animals, but also from losing family acquaintances and 
relatives (including losing my grandmother at age five—my only living 
grandparent), I thought that if they could not come back to life physically, 
perhaps their spirits could return, and we could communicate with them. 

I was told that the spirits of our dead loved ones were still in our big old 
house, which only fed my infatuation with this possibility. In an attempt to make 
contact and communicate with the spirits of my dead relatives, I got involved in 
séances and playing with the Ouija board. (The “genuine” contacts I did have, I 
now know were counterfeit and demonic in nature.) 


My Seven-Year-Old Brother 


On July 5, 1963 (less than one year after my dog Smokey was killed and 
three weeks before I would turn 11), I was playing “out the avenue” with my 
friends, a couple of blocks from my home, when I heard an ambulance’s siren 
blaring. Something spoke to my heart that my little seven-year-old brother, 
Jeffrey, had just been hit by a car, so I went running over to West State Street 
just as he was being carried out of a neighbor’s house on an ambulance cot, blood 
all over his body and head. 

He was let out of a car on the opposite side of West State Street, across 
from our house. The sun was shining brightly down the street in his eyes, so 
Jeffrey did not see the car speeding down the hill. He started to run across the 


street to our house, but he was only able to make it a few feet before he was 
struck and thrown 30 feet from the impact spot, knocking him out of one of his 
white tennis shoes. My mother and brother watched helplessly and horrified from 
the front porch. 

Jeffrey died from a broken neck, shattered jaw and collarbone, lacerations 
of the scalp, internal chest injuries and trauma from impact. It all happened so 
quickly! One moment he was alive, and the next moment he was gone. It felt as 
though someone cut open my chest, spread apart my rib cage and was squeezing 
my heart. If you have lost a loved one, you can empathize with the trauma my 
family went through. 

I realized that everyone was powerless to bring my little brother back to 
life: not the police officers or ambulance personnel at the accident scene; not the 
doctors and nurses at the hospital; not the clergy who officiated at his funeral. No 
one or nothing could ever bring him back to life. God is the one who pronounced 
the finality of death. Since those words are proved to be true, perhaps God’s 
promise of resurrection and eternal life are true also. 

Shortly before Jeffrey was hit and killed, he told my parents he would not 
be on earth much longer. They would also hear him on his play phone having a 
conversation with his grandmother who died when Jeffrey was one. We went to 
church and acknowledged God, but none of us really knew the Lord, except 
Jeffrey. To accomplish a future purpose beyond our comprehension at the time, 
God allowed the only one of us who was ready to be taken. 

I remember that after he was buried, I would occasionally look into the 
clear blue sky on a sunny summer day and think, “There has to be a God! My 
little brother wasn’t just put into the ground to decay and deteriorate and turn to 
dust. There has to be life beyond the grave!” Although I acknowledged God, I 
didn’t know Him in a personal way. 


How Could a Loving God Allow This? 


Four months after my brother was killed, President John F. Kennedy was 
assassinated. Facing my own personal family grief and then watching the whole 
country mourn made 1963 a very sorrowful year. 

We are constantly being reminded that our world is filled with tragedy, 
injustice, pain and suffering. At times we wonder, “How could a loving God allow 
this? How could He allow my little brother’s body to be broken, bruised and 
battered the way it was? How could He allow our President to be assassinated? 
How could He allow so many other tragedies and silently watch as innocent 
people suffer? Why would a loving God ever allow all of this to happen?” 

God is not unjust by allowing this pain and suffering. God created Adam 
and Eve in a perfect environment. As a consequence of their disobedience and 
sin, death and suffering entered the human experience. Even though God would 
be justified in forever separating us from His presence, God has made a way for 
humankind to be restored to Him. From the beginning. God had a plan to provide 


salvation, remove the curse, and restore us to peace, abundant life and blessing. 

He is working out His plan even while Satan is trying to kill and destroy us. 
In the midst of our rebellion, God, in His love and compassion, is still reaching 
out to us. He sent His only Son to die in our place, that we might have a restored 
relationship and experience the ultimate fulfillment of what God initially desired 
and created us for in the very beginning. 


Facing Death Again... 


My father was a great help at the ministry center, and we did not know he 
had a heart problem. He suffered a massive heart attack at age 68. He stayed up 
all night sitting in a chair in that condition, so my mother would not be alone. 
Somehow, he managed to drive himself to the hospital in the early morning. The 
doctor could not believe that he even parked his car in the parking lot. Upon 
registering at the hospital, he said, “I sleep a lot,” then his eyes rolled back, and 
it appeared that he was gone. He went into cardiac arrest and nearly died, but 
the doctors and nurses were able to revive him. The heart doctor gave him no 
chance of survival, giving us an opportunity to express our love. 

However, the doctor told us that if he lived three days there was a 
possibility he could survive. Our focus had been on keeping him alive, so, after 
the third day, we all headed to our homes for some much needed rest. Within a 
few hours, we were called back to the hospital. Without any of his family with 
him, my dad died unexpectedly. 

I was able to stand by his casket during the funeral and say, “Twenty-four 
years ago, in 1963, when I was 10 years of age, I stood, with no real hope, in this 
very same funeral home by the casket of my seven-year-old brother, who was 
tragically hit by a car and killed. However, today, knowing Christ as my Savior 
and Lord, I stand by my father’s casket, with hope in Christ that he will one day 
be resurrected from the dead!” Inside his casket, we placed an open Bible with 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 and 1 Corinthians 15:51-54 highlighted. First 
Thessalonians 4:16-18 was inscribed on his tombstone as a reminder that death is 
not the end for the believer in Christ. 

When my mother’s time came to die, we were sad, but our focus was on 
being with her during her transition from earth to Heaven. She died 21 years 
after my father died, and the entire family was gathered around to usher her into 
God’s presence. Jared, her eight-year-old grandson (who resembled Jeffrey) stood 
at the head of the casket with the six other pallbearers, as he led her casket and 
helped load it into the hearse. 

Two months after my mother died, my sister-in-law died. Several years 
later, my mother-in-law died, and a few years after her, my oldest brother died. 
He and my mother witnessed Jeffrey being hit and killed by the car and lived 
with the horrible memory until they were reunited with Jeffrey in Heaven. My 
mother’s desire was that all her children would come to know the Lord. I 
promised at her death bed that we would all be with her again in Heaven. God 


has been faithful to answer that prayer. 


Tragedy to Triumph 


After the death of my brother, Jeffrey, I lost my trust in God; I felt He didn’t 
care about me. Since He abandoned me and my family, I rejected Him for letting 
a little boy get mangled by a speeding car—until one day I realized that His Son 
died an even more excruciating death for me. I would later learn how much God 
loved me and that He used that horrific tragedy to bring all of my family, and 
most of our extended family, to salvation. 

At age 10, I stared into the casket of my little brother and pondered the 
question of death. It led me on a quest to discover if there is a God. My search 
would eventually cause me to realize there was a greater purpose through that 
tragic event as God brought good out of it. The Good Lord has provided hope and 
assurance that I will one day see my brother again—and other loved ones— 
providing all eternity to make up for what was lost in this life. 

Forty-four years later (July 5, 2007), on the anniversary of Jeffrey’s death, I 
had a grandson born who strongly resembled him. A day filled with sad 
memories, on which I would often return to the West Hill and reflect on what 
happened in 1963, was replaced with rejoicing and a birthday celebration. 

I went to the cemetery, fell on my knees by Jeffrey’s gravestone, thanked 
God for giving us Lucas and for God’s faithfulness leading to my entire family 
coming to faith in Jesus Christ. Then, I did one of the hardest things I have ever 
done; I thanked God for taking Jeffrey. I was thankful because I knew his death 
was the catalyst that eventually brought myself, and all of my family (parents, 
siblings, son and daughter, grandchildren, nieces and nephews and other 
relatives and friends), to know the Lord Jesus Christ. Since then, I have fallen on 
my knees at the gravesite of Jeffrey many times on July 5 to thank God for His 
faithfulness. Our suffering in this life is not worthy to be compared to all that we 
will gain for eternity (Romans 8:18). 


Why Do We Suffer and Die? 


As I looked outside my mother’s hospital room window, contemplating her 
failing health, I began to think about all the sick, suffering, aging, decrepit and 
dying people in hospitals and nursing homes. I pondered why the Lord allowed 
such difficult and humbling experiences. Like a ray of sunlight on a dreary day, it 
dawned on me that this was the only means by which some people would humble 
themselves to accept God’s provision of salvation and have their relationship with 
Him restored. Because of our sinful and prideful nature, we are a people who 
resist admitting our need for a Savior—even denying our Creator—until we are 
brought to circumstances in which God can get our attention. 

Aging, sickness, suffering and death appear to be a curse, which they are if 


this life is all there is. But in light of eternity, they will actually prove to be a 
great blessing to those who accept Jesus Christ. This life is just a moment in 
comparison to eternity. Just as you allow the brief pain of a vaccination needle to 
protect your child from a lifetime of a dreaded disease, so too, God allows 
temporary suffering and humility for this “blink-of-an-eye” life to protect those 
who will repent from the timeless pain of being eternally separated from His 
presence. 

Although death is an enemy to one day be destroyed (1 Corinthians 15:26; 
Revelation 21:4), it currently is the means for releasing our spirit from this fallen 
body. In the most comprehensive chapter in Scripture concerning the 
resurrection, the Apostle Paul informs us that the last enemy to be destroyed is 
death: 


For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection 
of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made 
alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those 
who are Christ’s at His coming, then comes the end, when He hands 
over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all 
rule and all authority and power. For He must reign until He has put 
all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be abolished 
is death (1 Corinthians 15:21-26). 


Paul gives believers hope that their suffering assures their future glory: 


The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 
and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. 
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us (Romans 
8:16-18). 


Psalm 34:19 says: “Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD 
delivers him out of them all.” Jesus said in John 16:33: “These things I have 
spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have 
tribulation [trouble, pressure, affliction, difficulty], but take courage; I have 
overcome the world.” Acts 14:22 confirms that we will face hardships in this life: 
“Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.” 

In Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, he offers some hope: “Therefore 
we do not lose heart, but though our outer man [physical body] is decaying, yet 
our inner man [the eternal spirit] is being renewed day by day” (2 Corinthians 
4:16). 

Hazel was an elderly woman in a nursing home who endured great 
suffering as her body slowly deteriorated. Though physically she was wasting 


away, spiritually she was being renewed day by day. The Lord led me to visit her 
every day at the rest home during the last week of her life. Unable to speak, her 
intense eyes fixed on mine as I quoted Scripture and assured her that the Lord 
heard her prayers. Her undying faith and the presence of the Lord were 
overwhelming. She was taken home to be with her Savior in peace and victory, 
serving as a powerful testimony of God’s faithfulness. 

In his epistle to the church in Rome, the capital of the Roman Empire, Paul, 
the apostle, asks and answers a crucial question—the very verses I often read to a 
dying person and their family: 


Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who 
loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 8:35, 37-39). 


In the midst of pain and suffering is when the true measure of a person’s 
faith shines even brighter to others; they know your testimony is genuine and 
your hope in Christ is real. At the very moment I finished writing these words, I 
received a phone call from a man that his godly wife, whom for many years had 
miraculously endured the pain and ravages of cancer and other health issues, had 
died. He was requesting me to officiate her funeral. During the funeral service, I 
spoke to heartbroken family members and friends about her amazing faith and 
testimony in the midst of intense suffering. God’s comforting Spirit was 
graciously present. 


Mourning and Rejoicing 


Ecclesiastes 3:1-4 states: 


There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for 
every event under heaven—a time to give birth and a time to die.... A 
time to weep and a time to laugh; a time to mourn and a time to 
dance. 


The death of a believer in Christ is both a time to mourn and a time to 
rejoice—mourn for the temporary loss of your loved one’s physical presence but 
rejoice because of both their, and Heaven’s, gain. 

I am certain that, at a Christian’s death, their first experience is a greeting 


and comforting hug from the One who died for them. All pain and suffering from 
this life, as well as the fear and trauma of the aging process and passing through 
the doorway of death, are forever removed. Next, they are greeted by loved ones 
and friends, and then the entire community of believers—people whose lives they 
have touched and people who touched their life. The joy of those greetings is 
beyond imagination—probably some of the longest embraces in Heaven! 

There are two perspectives of death—one is ours from this side, the other 
from God’s side. The deceased person now sees and understands from God’s 
perspective. 

News spreads quickly on Earth that the person is gone, while in Heaven, 
word spreads rapidly that they have arrived. On this side, we are grieving, and 
our hearts are heavy, but, in Heaven, they are rejoicing. On this side, tears of 
sadness fill the eyes of family members and friends as they are informed their 
loved one has died; in Heaven, tears are wiped away, and they are welcomed 
home with shouts of gladness. 

On this side, we no longer have the physical presence of our loved ones. It 
is hard to press on without hearing their laugh, seeing their smile or receiving 
their embrace. The following words from a poem by an unknown author reflect 
the way many people feel: “If tears could build a stairway, and memories a lane, 
we would walk right up to Heaven and bring you back again.” 

If love alone could keep our loved ones alive, they would never die. I often 
remind these grieving families that someone else loves them more than they do— 
Jesus Christ! 

Many of you may have been blessed to be with a loved one or friend at the 
time of their death—perhaps to pray with them, quote Scripture or sing a song to 
usher them from this life into the presence of their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

The patriarch Abraham mourned and wept over the death of Sarah, his 
beloved wife of 60 years (Genesis 23:2). It was the first mention of a person’s 
tears in the Bible. It is also the only time Scripture mentions that Abraham wept 
even though he went through many other disappointments and heartaches. The 
depth of Abraham’s sorrow at the loss of Sarah was great. However, Abraham not 
only mourned, but also contemplated God’s covenant which motivated him to 
purchase a tomb in the land of Canaan, one day to be known as the Promised 
Land by his descendants. 

Isaac, the only child of Abraham and Sarah, was heartbroken by the death 
of his mother. God understands our pain and loss. Isaac married Rebekah and 
was comforted after his mother’s death (Genesis 24:67). God understands our 
need for comfort. 

Even though Jesus knew He was going to raise Lazarus from the dead, He 
wept (John 11:35, the shortest verse in the Bible). The sting of death is painful, 
but only temporary. John 11:33-36 gives some of the details before Jesus raised 
Lazarus from the dead: 


When Jesus therefore saw [Mary] weeping, and the Jews who came 


with her also weeping, He was deeply moved in spirit and was 
troubled, and said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to Him, 
“Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept. So, the Jews were saying, “See how 
He loved him!” 


Jesus loves each of us and one day will destroy death forever. Before 
raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus said to Martha, the heartbroken sister of 
Lazarus: 


I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live 
even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never 
die. Do you believe this? (John 11:25-26). 


Heartbroken 


My mother served at our ministry for almost 25 years. Everyone who knew 
Flo loved her gentle spirit and powerful prayers laced with Scripture. The 
following poem was written by my 11-year-old granddaughter, Caeleana for a 
school assignment. 


Standing in the nursing home, 

tears streaming down my face, 

my great-grandma clinging onto life, 
under her breath she asks me to sing, 
a waterfall of music comes from my mouth, 
as my grandma listens, 

her face starts to glow, 

I sing the last note, 

and the glow from her face disappears, 
as if the flashlight inside her died, 
she’s gone. 


Grandma B 
My son, BJ, shares the following: 
On September 14, 2015 our family awoke to the sad reality that our 


grandmother was nearing the end of her life—the last living member 
of a whole generation. In a few days my mother would lose her 


mother; my sister and I would not have a grandmother; my children, 
nieces and nephew would be without a great-grandmother. 


My wife and I took our five oldest children to see her in the nursing 
home. We knew this would be our last time to say, “I love you,” to 
the woman we affectionately called Grandma B. Although in extreme 
pain, she made every effort to open her eyes for each of my children 
and even tried to kiss one of my daughter’s hands. As each of us said 
our final goodbye, tears rolled down our faces. I wished I could take 
away the pain and hurt my children were experiencing. 


As much as I want to shelter my children, the realities of living 
confront us with pain, suffering and death. While my grandmother’s 
circumstance reminded me of this, it was a reminder that I could help 
my children face this with HOPE, explaining that although physical 
death is a consequence of sin, it is not the final destiny for those who 
have placed their faith and trust in Jesus Christ. Indeed, beyond the 
pain and suffering and coming death of Grandma B, God has prepared 
a place; not just for her, but for all who have asked Jesus to forgive 
their sins. So, while it was natural for us to feel sad and cry, we were 
not without HOPE (1 Thessalonians 4:13-14). 


While we mourned as Grandma B approached her final breath, we 
rejoiced that our children were blessed to know their great-grandma 
and that we had many wonderful memories with her, knowing that 
one day we will be with her again—without the pain and suffering. 


I held her hand and reminded my grandmother of this promise. I told 
her of what awaited those who have placed their faith in Jesus 
(Revelation 21-22) and reminded her this was not the final goodbye 
but that one day she would be reunited with her children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Despite the pain she was in, I 
can still see the smile on her face as I spoke those words. That is the 
facial expression I look forward to one day seeing when I also enter 
into the presence of my Lord and Savior. 


My prayer is that when death closes in, you, too, can have a smile on 
your face because you know that this life is not your final goodbye. 
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). 


What Is Death? 


cclesiastes 8:8 informs us that “no one has authority over the wind to restrain 


the wind, nor authority over the day of death.” In other words, there is nobody 
who has the power to hold back their spirit from departing on the day of their 
death. They may be vivacious until the last few months, or even days, of their life 
but eventually death will overtake them. 

Increasing pain and decreasing strength often precede death. One moment 
there is independent movement and life, even if it is only shallow irregular 
breathing, the next moment there is total stillness. The body that was once able 
to move on its own can now only be moved by outside forces. Doctors might be 
able to explain what caused the physical body to no longer be able to pump 
blood to the brain and vital organs, but what really happened? We must look to 
the Bible for a full explanation. 

When the spirit enters the body there is life; when one’s spirit departs from 
the body, there is death. God formed Adam from the dust of the ground. After he 
was created, Adam was a lifeless body until something significant happened: God 
breathed into Adam the breath of life and he became a living being (Genesis 2:7). 
Genesis 3:19 records some of God’s words of judgment to Adam after the Fall, “... 
For you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

About 3,000 years ago, Solomon said: “All came from the dust and all 
return to the dust” (Ecclesiastes 3:20). Then, in Ecclesiastes 12:7, Solomon 
informs us that “the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will 
return to God who gave it.” 

Zechariah 12:1 tells us that it is “the LORD who stretches out the heavens, 
lays the foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of man within him.” In 
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones, when breath entered into the corpses 
they came to life. Then, the Lord said to Ezekiel: 


Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, 
“The Lord GOD says this: ‘Come from the four winds, breath, and 
breathe on these slain, so that they come to life.’” So I prophesied as 
He commanded me, and the breath entered them, and they came to 
life and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army (Ezekiel 
37:9-10). 


Ezekiel continues: 


Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel; behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope has 
perished. We are completely cut off.” Therefore prophesy and say to 
them, “Thus says the Lord GoD, ‘Behold, I will open your graves and 
cause you to come up out of your graves, My people; and I will bring 
you into the land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the LORD, 
when I have opened your graves and caused you to come up out of 
your graves, My people. And I will put My Spirit within you and you 
will come to life” (Ezekiel 37:11-14). 


Luke 23:46 states: “And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, 
INTO YOUR HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT.’ Having said this, He breathed His last.” 
As Stephen was being stoned to death, he called on the Lord and said, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit!” (Acts 7:59). 


Present with the Lord 


When a person dies, their spirit departs leaving a lifeless corpse, but death 
is not the end of life. Death separates our physical body from our soul or spirit 
(Matthew 10:28; 1 Thessalonians 5:23). The body lying in a casket is merely a 
shell that once encased the real person; only the physical body died. The real 
person, the immaterial core of our identity and personality or spirit that is made 
in God’s image, continues to live on. 

Scripture teaches that the spirits of the righteous dead go directly into the 
presence of God (2 Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23). It’s as though the spirit 
steps out of the body, out of this world and into another dimension. At death, the 
body is buried and decays, but the soul “returns to God who gave it” (Ecclesiastes 
12:7). 

The death of the body has no effect on the eternal life of the spirit. At 
death, we are released from that corruptible body. The Bible makes it perfectly 
clear that for the believer to be present with the Lord, he must be absent from the 
body. The Apostle Paul assures believers in 2 Corinthians 5:6-8 that to be absent 
from the body is to be present with the Lord: 


Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we 
are at home in the body [alive on earth] we are absent from the Lord 
[not in Heaven with Him]—for we walk by faith, not by sight—we 
are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the 
body [physically dead] and to be at home with the Lord [in Heaven 
with a spirit body]. 


Paul provides additional insight in Philippians 1:21-24: 


For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. [Why would it be gain? 
Because he would be in the presence of the Lord. As believers in 
Christ, we have this assurance.] But if I am to live on in the flesh, this 
will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose. 
But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better; yet to remain 
on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake. 


The story of Lazarus and the rich man in Luke 16:19-31, and the cry of the 
martyrs under the altar in Revelation 6:9-11 also reveal conscious existence after 
death. Jesus said to the penitent thief on the cross beside Him, “Truly I say to 
you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). 


Blessed Hope 


Concerning death and the blessed hope of the believer, Donald Stamps 
writes in The Full Life Study Bible: 


Death for the Christian is not the end of life, but a new beginning. 
Rather than something to be feared (1Corinthians 15:55-57), it is the 
point of transition to a fuller life. Death for believers is a release from 
the troubles of this world (2 Corinthians 4:17) and from an earthly 
body, in order to be clothed with heavenly life and glory 

(2 Corinthians 5:1-5). Paul speaks of physical death as sleep 

(1 Corinthians 15:6, 18, 20; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-15), implying that 
death is rest from earthly labor and suffering (cf. Revelation 14:13). It 
means going to be with our godly ancestors who have died before us 
(Genesis 25:8) and is a door into the presence of the living God 
(Philippians 1:23). 


The Bible also speaks of the death of believers in comforting terms. 
The death of the godly is “precious in the sight of the Lord” (Psalm 
116:15). It is an entrance “into peace” (Isaiah 57:1-2) and “into glory” 
(Psalm 73:24); a being carried by the angels “to Abraham’s side” 
(Luke 16:22); a going to “paradise” (Luke 23:43); a going to our 
Father’s house, where there are “many rooms” (John 14:2); a blessed 
departure in order to “be with Christ” (Philippians 1:23); a being “at 
home with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8); a falling “asleep in Christ” 
(1 Corinthians 15:18; cf. John 11:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13); a “gain. . 
. which is better by far” (Philippians 1:21, 23) and a time to receive 
the “crown of righteousness” (2 Timothy 4:8).1 


At the gravesite of a believer during the committal, I often say something 
such as: 


This is really not “good-bye” but “see you later.” Therefore, in the 
presence of ALMIGHTY God and in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, 
whom they loved and served, and through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, we commit this physical body to the ground—Earth to Earth; 
Ashes to Ashes, Dust to Dust—being assured by Your Word that this 
spirit is already with You in Heaven, and knowing that on the 
glorious day of Christ’s return, this body will rise from the grave and 
be transformed into a new immortal, glorified body. Until then, may 
this body rest in peace. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 


1. Donald C. Stamps, ed., The Full Life Study Bible, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, MI, 1992, p. 733. 


Death Is Inescapable 


hroughout history, everyone has had to face the cold reality that they have 


an appointment with death—some sooner than anticipated. Death is no respecter 
of persons; it is undeniable, inescapable and irreversible. Many people die 
unexpectedly—with little or no time to prepare for eternity. That is why you 
should live each day as if it were your last—for one day it will be. 

There are only two people in biblical history who did not face death: Enoch 
(Genesis 5:24; Hebrews 11:5) and Elijah (2 Kings 2:11). There are only two ways 
that you can leave this life to meet your Maker. The first is through death, and 
the other is by the rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18; 1 Corinthians 15:51-54). 
Until the “blessed hope” (Titus 2:13) of Christ’s return is fulfilled, everyone alive 
will one day meet the Lord through death. 

Death is always near regardless of your age. Many of the friends and 
acquaintances of my youth, as well as others I have met over the years, 
experienced death—many that were untimely. Some were killed in car wrecks or 
other tragic accidents. Some lost their lives to drug overdoses. Others were 
victims of violent crime and viciously murdered. Some died in military combat or 
from disease. Several ended their own lives. I have seen the lives of too many 
people, with so much hope and potential for the future, end tragically and 
prematurely. 

So, whether you are young or old, the topic of death and dying is crucial 
for each one of us to consider—especially in light of the possible two destinies 
that we will discuss later. Scripture teaches that our time on earth is short: “You 
are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away” (James 
4:14). One speeding car, one errant bullet, one careless accident, one deadly 
disease, one silent aneurysm—and all your goals and dreams are ended. You are 
thrust into eternity. 

Human beings may temporarily shake their fists in the face of God and say, 
“I am the ruler of my destiny; I am the master of my fate!” But, one missed 
heartbeat and their tongue is forever silenced. How wise the advice of the 
psalmist to not trust “in mortal man, in whom there is no salvation. His spirit 
departs, he returns to the earth; in that very day his thoughts perish” (Psalm 
146:3-4). In contrast, blessed is the one “whose hope is in the LORD his God, Who 
made heaven and earth” (Psalm 146:5-6). 

In Psalm 103:15-18 (NIV) David writes about the brevity of life: 


As for man, his days are like grass, he flourishes like a flower of the 
field; the wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place remembers it 
no more. But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD’s love is with 
those who fear Him, and His righteousness with their children’s 
children—with those who keep His covenant and remember to obey 
His precepts. 


A friend told me that he remembers as a boy sitting in the second row at his 
grandfather’s funeral watching his father stand at the casket shaking hands with 
people. Years later, he remembers seeing his son and nephews sitting in the 
second row talking and laughing as he stood by his father’s casket greeting 
people. My friend said that someday family members will be standing at his 
casket—as well as at all of our caskets too! 

Death is final. There is no reversing it. No coming back. No undoing what 
was done in life. No changing one’s eternal destiny. What was done is done! So 
make wise choices while you still have time and opportunity to do so. 


Attempts to Escape Death 


I remember the fear and terror of death instilled within me as a youth. 
Watching a movie where someone who was thought to be dead because they 
were unable to physically move or communicate, coming to consciousness and 
trying to claw their way out of a closed casket. Or hearing a story or seeing 
footage of someone being buried alive or being trapped in an enclosed grave or 
tomb while still alive. These, and many other frightful images of death, 
permeated my youthful mind. 

Is it any wonder that throughout history, multitudes have tried almost 
every way imaginable to conquer death and gain immortality? Some have 
searched for the fountain of youth. Others have attempted to discover a miracle 
drug or invent a new technique to prolong life and restore youthfulness. Cryonics 
is the low-temperature freezing and storage of the whole body (or just the head 
and brain) to prevent tissue decomposition with the speculative hope that, at 
some time in the future, science and technology will advance to the stage where 
the deceased can be brought back to life. Digital immortality refers to uploading, 
storing or transferring a person’s personality in digital substrate, i.e., a computer, 
robot or cyberspace. It is intended to create a digital persona that can interact 
with people on your behalf after you are dead. 

All attempts to conquer death have ended in futility. Throughout history, 
no one (other than Enoch and Elijah) has been able to evade the death angel. All 
have eventually succumbed to death. The only other hope of not experiencing 
death is, as I said before, to be taken in the rapture. 


Fear of the Unknown 


Death escorts us into unforeseeable territory. The mystery of the unknown 
causes people to be frightened by death and fascinated with what lies beyond the 
grave. The Bible indicates that fear of death enslaves human beings throughout 
their lifetimes (Hebrews 2:15). In a never-ending attempt to know the future and 
discover what lies beyond the grave, many seekers resort to such occult practices 
as séances, trance channeling, fortunetelling, Ouija boards and astrology. 

Most people innately know that after death comes some form of judgment, 
yet many endeavor to suppress it during their lifetime (Romans 1:18-19) by 
denying the very God who offers the only means of victory over death. I know it 
is hard at times to sense God’s reality and presence in our secularized world that 
pushes Him out of virtually every aspect of society, but in the presence of death, 
His reality often becomes very clear. 

Fear of death has brought the bravest of men and women to their knees. 
Many skeptics, who laugh at the concept of God, obtain a strong belief in the face 
of death. I have led several people to Christ who previously had disbelieved, 
rejected or spurned Him for most of their lives. The peace and joy that floods 
their souls is real, and their transformation is often quite remarkable. 

I have been at the deathbeds of several terminally ill or critically injured 
people who have no hope of survival. Some of them had lived in open rebellion 
before the Lord. Some were skeptics and atheists who brazenly mocked the 
existence of God, even destroying the faith of others; however, when the time 
came for their lives to end, most of them reached out to the God they supposedly 
did not believe in or did not previously want to serve. In His loving mercy, Jesus 
is quick to forgive those who sincerely ask and ushers them into His everlasting 
Kingdom. May we learn the most important lesson they will ever teach us—how 
they reached out to Jesus Christ, and how we must do likewise. 

With hardened hearts, others found it virtually impossible to change their 
minds in the face of death. Those who refused God’s gracious offer of salvation 
died without hope—often with fear in their eyes as they faced the stark reality of 
being unprepared for eternity. 

In contrast, I have seen many committed believers in Christ die in peace as 
though they were merely closing their eyes to go to sleep—some with smiles on 
their faces or words of encouragement on their lips. They had hope beyond the 
grave and knew they would soon see their Lord face to face. They had a peace 
and presence from the Lord that transcended their temporary pain and suffering. 

Believers in Christ do not have to fear death because we know what lies 
beyond the grave. Although we may not like the “process of dying” and have 
uncertainty about all the details, we do not have to be scared of death or our 
eternal destiny. 


Don’t Be Afraid 


When my wife and I are in potentially dangerous situations, such as 
walking down a dimly lit street or walking in a remote area during a mission trip, 
I tell her, “Don’t be afraid. Just stay close to me. I will protect you.” Isaiah 41:10 
comforts us: 


Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look about you, for I 
am your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, surely I 
will uphold you with My righteous right hand. 


Our first grandchild, Caeleana, was visiting from San Diego when she was 
16 months old. She loved to go with me to the ministry center which had 
recently been sold and therefore was empty except for the basketball hoop, 
soccer nets and a few balls. She would run around the gym and then lead me 
down dimly lit hallways and into various rooms. She bravely led me throughout 
the building but frequently paused to make certain I was with her. As long as she 
saw me close by, she confidently continued. Likewise, when we come to face the 
uncertainties of death, we have assurance and hope because we know the One 
who is now with us, who went before us and is waiting for us on the other side. 

David faced much tragedy and loss in his life, yet he wrote Psalm 23 as his 
magnificent confession of faith. As you read it, let it flood your heart with 
comfort as it has done for countless grieving families: 


The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in 
green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters. He restores my soul; 
He guides me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. Even 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no 
evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You 
have anointed my head with oil; My cup overflows. Surely goodness 
and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, and I will 
dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 


The Lord’s Prayer is Jesus’ example of how we should pray. You may also 
want to recite this powerful prayer: 


Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For 
Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen 
(Matthew 6:9-13 NKJV). 


A few other scriptures of encouragement and comfort: 


The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD 
is the defense of my life; Whom shall I dread? One thing I have asked 
from the LORD, that I shall seek: that I may dwell in the house of the 
LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD and to 
meditate in His temple (Psalm 27:1, 4). 


God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the 
mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and 
foam and the mountains quake with their surging (Psalm 46:1-3 NIV). 


Death Validates Accuracy of Bible 


Death is yet another proof of the truthfulness of Scripture. Because of the 
Fall of humankind as recorded in Genesis, God pronounced the judgment of 
death, and no one or nothing can revoke God’s verdict of aging and death. No 
one has the power to prevent the day of his or her death (Ecclesiastes 8:8). Many 
religions and philosophies have vainly attempted to explain it away or as 
something beautiful. Some deny it as merely an illusion, but death is a stark 
reality. The Bible indicates death will continue throughout history until the Lord 
Jesus returns and the dead are raised as He Himself was raised from the dead 
almost 2,000 years ago. 

For thousands of years of human history and through various human efforts 
such as scientific discoveries, amazing inventions and advanced technologies, no 
one has been able to defeat death or permanently stop the aging process. Surely, 
if there is no God and the Bible is not divinely inspired, someone, somehow, 
would be able to overcome this curse of death pronounced on human beings and 
nature. Yet, the endless and elusive quest for a “magic potion” to live forever 
always ends in futility. 


No Illusion nor Reincarnation 


As Satan tempted Eve to eat the fruit and rebel against God, he flagrantly 
altered God’s Word from, “You will surely die” (Genesis 2:17) to “You surely will 
not die!” (Genesis 3:4). 

Not only did Adam and Eve immediately die spiritually (separation from 
God), but they also eventually died physically. If you go to a funeral and see the 
body lying there, it is obvious that person is dead. Satan’s lie seems so obvious 
and far removed from the visible evidence. To conceal this lie, two more fallacies 
are propagated. 


The first false idea is that you do not really die; death is merely an illusion. 
The second is reincarnation; your spirit leaves your body at death and is reborn 
into another body. Death, however, is not an illusion; it is a reality. The Bible 
clearly states, “it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment” 
(Hebrews 9:27). We will not be reincarnated, but will die once, and after death, 
face God’s judgment. No second chances, no reincarnation, no way to avoid 
death. 


Near-Death Experiences 


The Apostle Paul mentions a “near-death” experience during which he was 
caught up to the third Heaven—Paradise—and heard inexpressible words, which 
he was not permitted to speak (2 Corinthians 12:2-4). 

However, I have strong suspicions about many supposed near-death 
experiences. First, I believe that most people who claim to have had near-death 
experiences are not “truly” dead. Perhaps their hearts stopped beating, breathing 
ceased, brain waves were undetectable and there appeared to be no other vital 
signs; therefore, they were declared clinically dead. However, not until the spirit 
actually departs the body, would they have a “true-death” experience. It’s as 
James 2:26 indicates: “the body without the spirit is dead.” Once “truly” dead, 
the body cannot be resuscitated by any modern technology. The spirit does not 
come back, unless God sends it back or the body is resurrected the way Lazarus 
was in John 11:43-44. 

My second concern is the Bible’s warning that “Satan disguises himself as 
an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14). Frequently, the near-death occurrences 
of many people who are non-Christians consist of seeing a bright light, walking 
toward the light or experiencing peace as they are enveloped by light. If you are 
a believer in Jesus Christ, when you die you will be in the presence of the Lord, 
see His glorious light and have never-ending joy and peace; however, if you are 
not a believer in Jesus Christ, that “light” you are seeing could very well be the 
angel of light, Satan, who is giving you a counterfeit mystical experience. 

You may wonder how that can be. It is the same way people using 
hallucinogenic drugs, the same way people involved in meditation, the same way 
that people in a trance, as a result of their altered states of consciousness, 
frequently experience various kinds of occult and paranormal phenomena. So too, 
the people having near-death experiences are in an “altered state of 
consciousness” where Satan, if one is not a believer in Jesus Christ, can deceive, 
manipulate and give counterfeit experiences. 

The Dictionary of Mysticism and the Occult confirms my suspicions by stating: 


The near-death experience is often characterized by the out-of-the- 
body experience, visions of spiritual beings, and the sensation of 
traveling through a tunnel towards a profound and serene light. There 


are certain parallels between this experience and trance techniques 
developed by native shamans.2 


2. Nevill Drury, Dictionary of Mysticism and the Occult, Harper & Row, Publishers, San 
Francisco, 1985, p. 191 


Eternity—Hope of Resurrection 


he physical body may get old and decrepit with ailments and physical 


limitations—eventually die and be put into a grave to decay and decompose. 
Though the temporal body is destroyed, not only does the spirit live on, but a 
new immortal body is promised to the believer (2 Corinthians 5:1-5). 

While the Old Testament provides little information concerning life after 
death, the New Testament provides much more revelation concerning the 
resurrection and the afterlife. The Old Testament uses the Hebrew word sheol in 
reference to the grave, the place of the dead. The New Testament uses the 
equivalent Greek word hades, the temporary place where the souls of the 
unrighteous dead are kept as they await the final resurrection. 

The Bible reveals that there is life after death. Beyond the casket and 
cemetery, believers in Christ have the hope of Jesus’ words: “the one who 
believes in Me will live, even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in 
Me will never die” (John 11:25-26). 

The New International Dictionary of the Bible states: 


The hope of bodily resurrection after death leading into life 
everlasting, which gradually emerges in the Old Testament (Isaiah 
26:19; Daniel 12:2), is given prominence in the New Testament (e.g., 
1 Corinthians 15).3 


Isaiah 26:19 declares: 


Your dead will live; their corpses will rise. You who lie in the dust, 
awake and shout for joy, for your dew is as the dew of the dawn, and 
the earth will give birth to the departed spirits. 


Daniel 12:2 states: 


Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these 
to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting 
contempt. 


Psalm 16:10 expressed the faith of David but prophetically proclaimed the 
resurrection of Christ (Acts 2:25-28; 13:35): 


For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; nor will You allow Your 
Holy One to undergo decay. 


Psalm 49:15 proclaims: 


But God will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol, for He will 
receive me. 


1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-44 NIV says: 


But someone may ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of 
body will they come?” How foolish! What you sow does not come to 
life unless it dies. When you sow, you do not plant the body that will 
be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. But God 
gives it a body as He has determined, and to each kind of seed He 
gives its own body. So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. 
The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is 
sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is 
raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 


Donald Guthrie writes in his New Testament Theology: 


The force of the seed illustration lies solely in the evidence it gives of 
God’s power to bring life from dead things.... It illustrates that the 
new life is not just a reproduction of the former life, but something 
better. No one would deduce from the dead appearance of the seed, if 
he had not had previous experience of it, that pent up within it was a 
potentially new and more glorious form of existence. 


The niv Study Bible states: 


In applying these analogies, the apostle says that in the case of the 
resurrection of the dead, God will take a perishable, dishonorable, 
weak (and sinful) body—‘a natural body’ characterized by sin—and in 
the resurrection make it an imperishable, glorious, powerful body. 
‘Spiritual body’ does not mean a nonmaterial body but, from the 
analogies, a physical one similar to the present natural body 


organizationally, but radically different in that it will be imperishable, 
glorious and powerful, fit to live eternally with God. There is 
continuity, but there is also change.s 


Geoffrey Bromiley writes in The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia: 


Restoration of the dead had been evidenced throughout the Old 
Testament and New Testament (1 Kings 17:22; 2 Kings 4:32-37; 
Matthew 10:8; 11:5; 14:2; 17:9; Luke 7:11-17; 20:34-38; John 
11:1-44; Acts 9:36-43; Hebrews 11:35). However, the ultimate victory 
over death was won through Christ’s death and resurrection (Romans 
6:9; 1 Corinthians 15:26, 54f; 2 Timothy 1:10). Because Jesus took 
human form to overcome the powers of death (Hebrews 2:14f.), all of 
mankind has been enabled to pass ‘from death to life’ (John 5:24) by 
believing in Him (John 11:25f.; cf. 8:24), participating in His death 
and resurrection (Romans 6:3-5; 2 Corinthians 4:10-12), and 
proclaiming His victory (1 Corinthians 11:26).... By suffering death, 
Christ has overcome it, giving it new meaning and depriving it of its 
sting (Philippians 1:21; John 12:24; 1 Corinthians 15:36).« 


All of History 


Since the time of Adam with the promised seed of woman (Genesis 3:15), 
and laced throughout the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures), is the indication of 
a coming Redeemer, a Deliverer, a Savior, a Messiah. Every generation since 
creation has longed for a “Deliverer” to come and solve humanity’s ills. 

Before the coming of Jesus Christ, the Jews looked forward to the 
fulfillment of this anticipated Messiah. After the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, people look back to that historical event of God’s provision for salvation 
through Christ’s sacrificial death. Since this phase of God’s redemption has been 
fulfilled, believers now look forward with expectancy to Christ’s return, the 
resurrection of the dead and the establishment of His Millennial and Eternal 
Kingdoms. 

The death of a loved one was a day we hoped would never come, but now 
we hope for another day—the day when Jesus Christ returns and the dead are 
raised. The day when all pain, suffering, death and separation are forever 
removed. The day when we will see our Lord face to face and be reunited with 
our loved ones. 

In John chapter 5, Jesus said: 


Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in 
the tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; those who did the 


good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil 
deeds to a resurrection of judgment (John 5:28-29). 


Jesus promised that He would raise believers up on the last day: 


No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; 
and I will raise him up on the last day (John 6:44). 


Raised from the Dead to Face Judgment 


The Bible clearly reveals that the body of every person who ever lived on 
this planet will one day be raised from the dead to stand before God. Hebrews 
9:27 states: “And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this 
comes judgment.” The righteous will appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ 
to receive their eternal rewards, and the unrighteous will stand before the Great 
White Throne Judgment of God to be banished from God’s presence for eternity. 

Whether the body deteriorates in the ground, is cremated, consumed by 
wild animals, lost at sea or experiences any other fate—Scripture informs us that 
our physical bodies will be re-materialized and resurrected to stand before God. 

Jesus spoke clearly: 


For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who sees the Son and 
believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up 
on the last day. No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent 

Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day. Truly, truly, I 
say to you, the one who believes has eternal life (John 6:40, 44, 47). 


Included in the account of Christ’s ascension into Heaven, forty days after 
His resurrection, is the promise of His returning in the same way: 


And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were 
looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And as they 
were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two 
men in white clothing stood beside them. They also said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way 
as you have watched Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:9-11). 


The Apostle Paul provides additional insight and hope for believers in the 
face of death in his first letter to the Thessalonians: 


But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who 
are asleep [dead], so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have 
no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God 
will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we 
say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain 
until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen 
asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one 
another with these words.” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). 


In Paul’s first epistle to the Corinthians, he gives us hope in the face of 
death by providing insight concerning a believer’s bodily resurrection: 


Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; 
for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, 
and we will be changed. For this perishable must put on the 
imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality (1 Corinthians 
15:51-53). 


In ancient Rome, a burial place was known as a necropolis, which stems 
from the ancient Greek meaning “city of the dead.” With the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, the understanding of death changed. Our English 
word cemetery comes from the Greek word “koimeterion” meaning “dormitory, 
sleeping place or resting place.” The domain of the dead is not referred to by 
Christians as a necropolis but as a cemetery, a resting or sleeping place for the 
body until it is reunited with the spirit on resurrection day. 

While the Bible acknowledges that death is an enemy and part of the curse 
or judgment from the Fall, it also informs us that death is the passageway which 
sets us free and releases us from our fallen state and mortal body to our heavenly 
home and future glorified body. And, we have the assured promise that one day 
death will be forever eliminated. 

The Apostle Paul continues in his letter to the Corinthians: 


But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this 
mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying 
that is written, “DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY. O DEATH, 
WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?” 

(1 Corinthians 15:54-55). 


The dead will be raised from their graves to be transformed with new 
immortal, glorified bodies fit for a heavenly kingdom that will be everlasting. 

Paul’s letter to Titus encourages us to not only watch for Christ’s return but 
to also be prepared for it: 


For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 
instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live 
sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the 
blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Christ Jesus (Titus 2:11-13). 


Sorrow and Joy 


Joyce Haslebacher wrote the following touching poem in memory of her 
son, Charles Haslebacher, who died February 4, 2021 of mantle cell lymphoma. 
Joyce and her husband, Herbert, met my wife and I many years ago when I spoke 
at the church they attended in Clarksburg, West Virginia. They have been dear 
friends and faithful supporters of our ministry ever since that time. I thought this 
poem might both bless and console you. 


Sorrow and Joy 
He’s gone now, this son we love, 
Called to his home up above. 
The pain, the grief, the woe 
Through which he had to go, 
It’s over now and he’s at peace, 
But we who love him have great grief. 
He was kind and gentle, sweet and dear, 
Oh, how we’ll miss him being here. 
But You know best and do things wise 
And though we hurt, praise does arise, 
That all his suffering now is past; 
He’s in heaven at long last. 
The mantle cell that took such toll, 
Young he was but grew so old; 
At 65 and young at heart, 
Yet You called and he must depart. 
Thank You, Lord, his pain is gone, 
And with You he’s living on. 
Due to Christ and His Calvary, 


One day soon his face we'll see, 

And all rejoice on heaven’s shore 
With love and peace forevermore. 
No more cancer called mantle cell 
No more misery from devil’s hell. 
Just together in Your heavenly place 
Due to Your mercy, love and grace. 
Christ shed His blood to end all pain, 
Hell to shun and heaven to gain. 
Amen and Amen. 


3. J.D. Douglas, The New International Dictionary of the Bible, Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, MI, 1987, p. 263. 


4. Donald Guthrie, New Testament Theology, Inter-Varsity Press, Leicester, England, 1981, 
p. 829. 

5. The niv Study Bible, Zondervan Bible Publishers, Grand Rapids, MI, 1985, I Corinthians 
15:42-44, footnote, p. 1757. 


6. Geoffrey W. Bromiley, The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Volume One, 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, MI, 1979, p. 901. 


Eternity in Heaven 


ohn Wesley said, “I want to know one thing, the way to heaven; how to land 
safe on that happy shore.” I hope that this is your desire as well. 


This Is Not Our Home 


I talked to a Vietnam veteran whose life seemed hopeless. He lost a son to a 
drug overdose and was facing financial problems because his daughter, who was 
a drug addict, was stealing everything she could from him. His wife had declining 
health, and he was in constant physical pain. 

In an effort to give him some hope, I said, “When you were in Vietnam, 
your goal was to get home safely and to bring back alive as many buddies as 
possible. Just as Vietnam was not your home, this world is not your home, but 
like Vietnam, we are in the midst of an intense spiritual battle for our lives and 
families and facing many dangerous challenges and difficulties. You have an 
inner longing to get to your real home—your heavenly home—and bring as many 
loved ones and friends with you as you can.” That illustration resonated with 
him, and, for the remainder of his life, he kept his focus on Jesus Christ and His 
promise of a future home in Heaven. 

Thank God this world is not our final home; we are merely passing through. 
Certainly, we face challenges, trials and spiritual warfare, but our faith in Christ 
transcends the troubles in this life. Our goal is to get our loved ones, friends and 
as many others as possible into Christ’s eternal Kingdom. 

C.S. Lewis wrote, “If I find in myself desires which nothing in this world 
can satisfy, the only logical explanation is that I was made for another world.” 


In Your Presence Is Fullness of Joy 


The psalmist said: “Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His 
godly ones [saints]” (Psalm 116:15). The book of Revelation pronounces a 
blessing on “the dead who die in the Lord from now on...so that they may rest 
from their labors for their deeds follow with them” (Revelation 14:13). Their 
“rest” is not a state of unconscious “soul sleep” but being alive in the presence of 
the Lord. 


While Scripture does not reveal all that God has prepared and planned for 
those who accept Christ, it does reveal a reality that far exceeds what our finite 
minds could ever comprehend. This will be as the psalmist said: “In Your 
presence is fullness of joy; in Your right hand there are pleasures forever” (Psalm 
16:11). Life in fellowship with God—both in this life and in eternity—produces 
unsurpassable “joy” and “everlasting happiness.” 

Those who have gone on to be with the Lord are in the presence of the One 
whose Word they read and to whom they prayed. They are delighting endlessly 
in the glory of the Creator, exploring the incomprehensible splendor of the 
heavenly realm, meeting the heroes of the faith and other believers throughout 
the millennia who preceded them. They are reunited with loved ones who have 
gone on before to be with the Lord and meeting countless people whose lives 
were touched in some capacity through their witness. 

In Heaven, we will see our Savior Jesus face to face. In Matthew 5:8, Jesus 
says, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” First Corinthians 
13:12 states: “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I 
know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known.” 
And 1 John 3:2 informs us: “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not 
appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like 
Him, because we will see Him just as He is.” 

Just ponder for a few moments what God has prepared for those who love 
Him. The whole universe will be a magnificent paradise of beautiful sights, 
amazing sounds, awesome feelings, incredible tastes—and indescribable wonders 
we cannot even begin to imagine at this time with our finite minds. Faithful 
followers of Christ have been willing to sacrifice anything to stand in the 
presence of His glory with great joy (Jude 24). 

When I get to Heaven, the first thing I want to do is thank my Savior and 
Lord. Then, I have many family members, including a few unborn grandchildren, 
and friends who have gone on whom I want to greet, as well as many heroes of 
the faith. Next, I want to meet my “guardian angel” who must have worked 
overtime keeping me safe and alive through all the adventures and life- 
threatening encounters I experienced. 

I plan to spend much time in Heaven and during the Millennium sitting at 
Jesus’ feet as He expounds the Scriptures and shares the depth, insight and 
meaning of each and every verse. I hope you will join us for this amazing biblical 
adventure. 


Heavenly Love 
Dr. David Jeremiah shares the following insightful illustration: 


A toddler is playing in the yard while his mother watches from the 
nearby porch when the toddler stumbles and falls hard on the ground. 


A split second later comes the predictable wail, the anguish of pain. 
That signals two things—the mother running toward the toddler and 
the child running toward the mother. There is the iconic scene: The 
mother’s love poured out like balm on her child’s fear and confusion 
as they meet. 


In a way, our whole life is destined for the same eternal joining— 
where our lifetime of anguish meets the permanent and loving 
presence of God. King Solomon wrote that God has put eternity in our 
heart (Ecclesiastes 3:11). Whether we know it or not, the longing of 
our heart is to find love, comfort, and security in the presence of God. 
And in heaven we shall; the result of our faithful union with Christ is 
no more death, sorrow, crying, or pain. 


The final consummation of God’s love for us is heaven, the eternal 
dwelling place He has prepared for us (Revelation 21:1-4). Thank Him 
today for the joy that awaits us in heaven.7 


7. Dr. David Jeremiah, Turning Points Magazine and Devotional, January 24, 2023, p. 38. 


A New Heaven and New Earth in Eternity 


cientist and personal friend, Dr. T.V. Oommen, sent me the following article 
he wrote before he went home to be with the Lord: 


The crowning act of God is the creation of man in His own Image. 
God created a beautiful Garden on the earth for Adam and Eve to 
enjoy. He came to visit them every day. Adam and Eve had fellowship 
with God on a daily basis, but then things changed. You know the rest 
of the story. Adam and Eve abandoned their God and went for the 
wisdom offered by the Serpent which was the impersonation of Satan. 
From that moment humankind came under the power of Satan who 
gained control of the world. God cursed the earth and it gradually 
filled with violence and other evils. After several hundred years the 
earth became an intolerable place to live. That is when God stepped 
in to destroy it with the great Flood. 


Initially, God considered the earth He had created in six days the 
“Good Earth”. Everything He created was “good” or “very good.” But 
our present earth is far from the ideal earth He originally created. The 
Good Earth had ideal climate and topography. It was a unified 
supercontinent. This is inferred from the statement that God 
commanded all the waters to be gathered into one place (Genesis 
1:9). Islands are mentioned only after the Flood (Genesis 10:5). Men 
and animals all lived in one piece of land surrounded by one ocean. 
When the supercontinent split and moved apart violently (during 
Noah’s Flood), the crustal plates collided with each other and created 
mountains such as the Alps and the Himalayas. 


The Book of Revelation reveals the ideal world of the future following 
the Second Coming of Christ and the Millennium—the New Earth in 
combination with the New Heaven (Revelation 21:1). Let us rejoice in 
what God has planned for His people. May we all be partakers of His 
eternal Kingdom! 


The New Heaven and Earth of the Future 


We are told in Revelation 21:1 what happens following the Great White 
Throne Judgment: 


Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 
the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 


Isaiah 65:17-18 conveys God’s promise: 


For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former 
things will not be remembered or come to mind. But be glad and 
rejoice forever in what I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem for 
rejoicing and her people for gladness. 


In 1 John 2:17 the Apostle John makes it crystal clear: 


The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does 
the will of God lives forever. 


As an old man, the Apostle John was exiled on the Island of Patmos (all the 
other disciples were martyred; Rome could have executed John, imprisoned him 
or exiled him). John had a vision of the glorified Christ, a revelation of the end 
times and a preview of eternity: 


Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and there is no longer any sea. And I 
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God [Remember the words of Jesus that He was going to prepare a 
place for us—well the New Jerusalem is it], made ready as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne, 
saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will 
dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself 
will be among them, and He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be 
any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.” 
And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things 
new.” 


Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, 
coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, in the middle of its 


street. On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve 
kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree 
were for the healing of the nations. There will no longer be any curse; 
and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond- 
servants will serve Him; they will see His face, and His name will be 
on their foreheads. And there will no longer be any night; and they 
will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, 
because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever 
and ever. 


Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the 
right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city 
(Revelation 21:1-5; 22:1-5, 14). 


Paradise Restored 


Imagine living in a beautiful paradise surrounded by the radiant light of 
God’s glory and enveloped in the warmth of His love. Envisage the ideal 
environment and climate. Everything you could ever need or want is provided. 

There will be no pollution, rust, weeds, cancer, pain, suffering, jealousy, 
anger, bitterness, hatred, violence nor murder. There will be no more terrorism, 
natural disasters, corrupt governments, lying, immorality nor countless other ills 
that have plagued humankind for six thousand years of history. Joyfully consider 
that there will be: 


e No devil or demonic entities attempting to entice, deceive or harm 
you. 


e No terrorist plotting attacks. 

e No wars or rumors of wars. 

e No one hiding in the shadows waiting to rob or kill you. 
e No bullying or cyber-bullying. 

e No fear of kidnappers, child molesters or rapists. 


e No dread of famines, floods, earthquakes, hurricanes, tsunamis or 
tornados. 


e No disease to consume your body or injuries to break your bones. 


e No circumstances to disturb your mind or people who will break your 
heart. 


During the Millennium, Jesus Christ will rule and reign in righteousness, 
peace and joy. The earth will be filled with the knowledge and glory of the Lord. 


e Instead of wickedness, righteousness. 

e Instead of immorality and sin, holiness and purity. 

e Instead of hatred and violence, love. 

e Instead of sickness and death, health and eternal life. 
e Instead of fear and terror, peace and joy. 

e Instead of lies and deception, truth. 


e Instead of false gods and religions, one LORD and His name the only 
name. 


As Scripture promises, the bodies of believers will be raised from the dead 
and transformed into immortal, incorruptible, imperishable, indestructible, 
glorified bodies to eternally rule and reign with Christ over an Earth returned to 
its original paradise. The tree of life, from which Adam and Eve were banished, is 
now restored. Everything lost in Genesis is regained in Revelation. Truly, the 
Lord is faithful! 

In Genesis, fallen man and woman are banished from the Garden of Eden 
and the tree of life (Genesis 3:22-24); in Revelation, redeemed men and women 
receive the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:1-2, 10-27) and are given access to the 
tree of life (Revelation 22:2). 

In Genesis, death and suffering enter (Genesis 3:16-19); in Revelation, God 
wipes every tear from the eyes of His children and removes death, mourning, 
crying and pain (Revelation 21:4). 

In Genesis, disobedient Adam and Eve hid from the Lord God (Revelation 
3:8); in Revelation, believers live with God (Revelation 21:3) and see His face 
(Revelation 22:4). We will be in Christ’s presence beholding His glory throughout 
all eternity. 

It has been said: 


The first two chapters in the Bible (Genesis 1 and 2) and the last two 
chapters (Revelation 21 and 22) are about perfection. They reveal 
God’s intent for His creation and the restoration, after the Fall, of His 
creation. Everything in between Genesis 2 and Revelation 21 is the 
story of redemption and reconciliation. 


The New Jerusalem 


The Holy City, New Jerusalem, comes down out of Heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband (Revelation 21:2, 9-21). All the 
promised blessings throughout Scripture dovetail into fulfillment in the final 
chapters of Revelation. The following describe the everlasting home of God’s 
people throughout the ages: 


e The tabernacle [dwelling] of God is among men, and He will dwell 
among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be 
among them (Revelation 21:3). 


e He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no 
longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, 
or pain (Revelation 21:4). 


e He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and 
he will be My son (Revelation 21:7). 


e The New Jerusalem will radiate with the glory of God. Her brilliance 
like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper. (Revelation 
21:10-11). 

e There is no temple in the New Jerusalem, for the Lord God the 
Almighty and the Lamb are its temple (Revelation 21:22). 

* The New Jerusalem has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on 
it, for the glory of God has illumined it and there will no longer be 
any night (Revelation 21:23; 22:5). 

e The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will 
bring their glory into it (Revelation 21:24). 


Its gates will never be closed (Revelation 21:25). 


A river of the water of life, clear as crystal, comes from the throne of 
God and of the Lamb, down the middle of its street (Revelation 
22:1-2). 

* On either side of the river will be the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds 
of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree are 
for the healing of the nations (Revelation 22:2). (Once guarded by the 
cherubim with the flaming sword at Eden, the tree of life is now 
freely available.) 


* There will no longer be any curse (Revelation 22:3). 


e The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the New Jerusalem 
(Revelation 22:3). 


e We will see His face, and His name will be on our foreheads 
(Revelation 22:4). 


e We will reign with Him forever and ever (Revelation 22:5). 


Can you imagine what the New Jerusalem (the capital city of the New 
Earth) will be like with an endless array of amazing sights, sounds, tastes, smells, 
relationships, experiences and adventures to satisfy us for all eternity? You will 
have all eternity to enjoy God’s bountiful blessings. Those who have been 
redeemed by Christ, whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, will 
enter the New Jerusalem to rule and reign with Christ for eternity and receive 
everything He has prepared for those who love and obey Him. 


Nothing Impure to Enter God’s Holy City 


Revelation 21:8 lists some of the unrepentant who will not be allowed to 
enter the New Jerusalem: “the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and 
murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their 
part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death.” 

Revelation 21:27 makes known that “nothing unclean, and no one who 
practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose 
names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” 

Revelation 22:15 reveals that outside the Holy City are “the sorcerers and 
the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who 
loves and practices lying.” 

In contrast, Revelation 22:14 proclaims: “Blessed are those who wash their 
robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the 
gates into the city.” 


Rejoice That Your Name Is in Heaven 


As believers in Christ, we look forward with anticipation to the marvelous 
day when Christ our Lord shall appear and inaugurate a coming age of glory 
where, in transformed bodies, we shall rule and reign with Him. No wonder Jesus 
told His disciples to “rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven” (Luke 
10:20). God has some wonderful things planned for those who will eternally 
dwell in His presence. We will experience “the surpassing riches of His grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:7). 

As Moses was given a glimpse of the Promised Land before his death 
(Deuteronomy 34:1-4), God has given us His Spirit as a pledge, guaranteeing 
what is to come (2 Corinthians 5:5)—immortality and blessing beyond measure 
in a city whose architect and builder is God (Hebrews 11:10). 

Right after the Last Supper, shortly before His prayer in the Garden of 
Gethsemane and His death by crucifixion, Jesus told His disciples that He would 
be going away. They were confused and sorrowful, so Jesus comforted them with 
these words: 


Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 
In My Father’s house are many dwelling places [mansions]; if it were 
not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you 
to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me 
(John 14:1-3, 6). 


Donald Guthrie writes concerning this heavenly city (All Scripture 
references are from the book of Hebrews): 


Abraham the nomad looked forward to an abiding city made by God 
(11:10). The men of faith desire a better country, i.e. a heavenly 
country (11:16), in which God has prepared a city. The city in mind is 
identified in 12:22ff. as ‘the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem’.... 


The city of Jerusalem in its celestial state stands for the perfection of 
order, for the absence of all polluting agents. The heavenly city 
swarms with life and festivities among innumerable angels and others 
whose names are enrolled in heaven (12:22). 


8. Donald Guthrie, New Testament Theology, Inter-Varsity Press, Leicester, England, 1981, 
p. 883. 


Do We Get a Second Chance After Death? 


his insightful chapter was written by BJ Rudge, Ph.D. in response to a question he 


received. 

Question: BJ, an elder at my church said that after death God gives people 
another opportunity to receive salvation. Also, what about those who have never 
heard the Gospel? How can God hold someone accountable if they have never 
heard that salvation is found in Jesus Christ? Do we get a second chance after 
death? Cathy 

Answer: Cathy, “is there a second chance to be saved after death” is a 
common question. The task before us is to determine whether the idea of a post- 
mortem salvation is biblical. We will do this by considering the following: the 
basis of salvation; the need for salvation; and the mode of salvation. 


The Basis of Salvation 


The Bible is clear that the basis of salvation is faith in Jesus Christ. As the 
Apostle Paul declares, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may 
boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). This gift of salvation by God is offered through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ (Romans 6:23). God’s free offer of 
salvation is a conscious knowledge of, and explicit faith in, Jesus Christ. As Paul 
says in Romans, “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe 
in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the 
heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he 
confesses, resulting in salvation” (Romans 10:9-10). 

It is important to keep in mind that this offer of salvation is also exclusive. 
There are not many ways, but only One way, to obtain salvation (John 14:6; Acts 
4:12). Many people at this point will object claiming that it is narrow-minded 
and arrogant to claim that Jesus Christ is the only way. However, it is important 
to keep in mind that all belief systems are exclusive. All belief systems assert 
positive statements and when they do, they exclude the opposite of what they are 
affirming. For instance, if I were to claim that there are many Gods, I am 
therefore denying the belief that states that there are not many Gods. Consider 
Hinduism, which has always been admired for its accommodating view of other 
beliefs. Hindus will claim that there are many ways to God; however, what they 
do not realize is that by asserting this claim, they have denied and excluded the 


belief of many Christians, Muslims and Jews who claim that there are not many 
ways to God. In essence, to assert something is to logically deny its opposite. This 
is why all religions can be considered to be exclusive. It is also important to keep 
in mind that the exclusivity of Christianity rests in the person of Jesus Christ. 
Thus, the real question is whether Jesus has the credentials to be the only 
provision for salvation. 


The Need for Salvation 


According to the Scriptures, the problem of humankind is sin. At creation, 
Adam and Eve were given the choice of either obeying or disobeying the 
command of God (Genesis 3). They chose to disobey which plunged themselves 
and the entire future human race into sin and death (Romans 3:23; 5:12). Man 
now finds himself in a desperate state where he is enslaved to sin and alienated 
from his holy and righteous Creator. In fact, the Bible is clear that sin separates 
us from God and brings about spiritual death. As a result, rejecting Christ is not a 
condition for being lost. We are lost already (Ephesians 2:1-3). As Jesus Himself 
noted, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost” 
(Luke 19:10). 

God’s holiness and justice require sin to be paid for. Perhaps in the cosmic 
realm, God’s holiness and justice could only be displayed before the angelic 
realm, His creation and people dwelling with Him eternally, by people repenting 
and putting their faith in Christ. God has done everything possible to prevent 
people from going to hell. 

One day, we all will stand before the God Who created the heavens and the 
earth. If our names are not written in the Book of Life because we did not accept 
Christ as Savior, then we will be banished from God’s presence for eternity. Is 
your name in the Book of Life? Be certain that it is. 


The Mode of Salvation 


Now that we have examined the basis and the need for salvation, the next 
issue to examine is the way in which people come to know that salvation is found 
in Jesus Christ. The way this is done is through the spreading of the Gospel, 
which is a responsibility and privilege of every believer. In one of His final 
commands to His followers, Jesus emphasizes this responsibility: “Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 
28:19-20; see also Mark 16:15). 

The book of Acts, which is a record of the early church, also highlights this 
command for believers to share the Gospel message. In the opening chapter, we 
once again find the command for believers to be witnesses for Jesus Christ, “... 


and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and even to the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). The rest of the Book of 
Acts then records the missionary efforts of the early church as they take the 
Gospel message to all parts of the earth. 

One interesting story in the book of Acts is the conversion of Cornelius. We 
find in chapter 10 that Cornelius was a devout man who feared God (10:2). 
During his daily prayer, he has a vision of an angel who tells Cornelius to send 
for a man named Peter (Acts 10:3-5). As the story goes on, Peter goes to 
Cornelius’ house and shares the Gospel message (Acts 10:34-43) while all who 
heard what Peter spoke received the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:44). What is interesting 
about this story is that Cornelius was a devout and God-fearing man. However, 
he was not saved until Peter came to his house and preached the Gospel message. 

As Peter testifies to the brethren in Jerusalem, God sent him to Cornelius’ 
house, so he could share with him that salvation was found in Jesus Christ. “And 
he [Cornelius] reported to us how he had seen the angel standing in his house, 
and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and have Simon, who is also called Peter, brought 
here; and he will speak words to you by which you will be saved, you and all 
your household” (Acts 11:13-14). Thus, what we find is that God has provided 
the proclamation of the Gospel as the means by which people come to know that 
salvation is found in Jesus Christ (Romans 10:12-17). 

Since it is the proclamation of the Gospel that is the means by which a 
person gains the appropriate knowledge for salvation, this raises an important 
question: What about those who have never heard the Gospel? Surely, God 
cannot hold someone responsible for what they do not know? What this question 
assumes is that ignorance removes someone from being guilty. In other words, 
God cannot condemn someone to hell who has never heard the message that 
salvation is found in Jesus. Now, while this type of thinking may sound nice, it is 
not biblical for two reasons. 

First, since all men have sinned (Romans 3:23), the problem with mankind 
is not a lack of knowledge. In fact, the Bible teaches that sin is a genetic reality 
for all humans that transcend all cultural barriers. As Paul says, “Therefore, just 
as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so 
death spread to all men, because all sinned” (Romans 5:12). 

Second, despite not hearing the Gospel message, God still holds every one 
accountable for the revelation that He provides about Himself through creation. 
“For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power 
and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has 
been made, so that they are without excuse” (Romans 1:20). In fact, Paul even 
says in Romans 1:18 that not only are those who have never heard the Gospel 
without excuse, but the truth that God has revealed to them about Himself in 
creation they suppress in unrighteousness. 

In Romans 1:21-23 it states: 


For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or 


give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their 
foolish heart was darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, 
and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the 
form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and 
crawling creatures. 


Thus, we see that an ignorance of the Gospel message does not excuse 
anyone from the righteous judgment of God. 

Even though all men are guilty before God, this still does not answer the 
question of whether or not God provides the opportunity for salvation after 
death. This question can be answered when we examine various New Testament 
passages which teach that God’s judgment is based upon the decisions and 
actions that a person performs in this life. Let us consider the following two 
passages. 

The first passage is found in Matthew 7 where we find Jesus giving 
instruction to the crowd. In this instruction, Jesus talks about the narrow and 
wide gates, how to identify a false prophet and the reality that not all who call 
Him Lord are His true disciples. 

As we examine this passage, we see that judgment is connected with the 
choices and decisions a person makes in this life. For instance, the choice of 
which gate (narrow or wide) to enter is determined by the choice a person makes 
in this life. In identifying a false prophet by their fruit, Jesus says, “Every tree 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire” (Matthew 
7:19). Once again, the focus is upon what is done in this life. 

Finally, on Judgment Day, Jesus says the following, “Many will say to Me 
on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name 
cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And then I will 
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE 
LAWLESSNESS’” (Matthew 7:22-23). Once again, we see that God judges these 
individuals for what they have done in this life. 

The implication that judgment is based on this earthly life is also seen in 
Revelation 20. At the Great White Throne Judgment, we find once again that 
those who have died are judged according to what they had done in their earthly 
life (Revelation 20:12). When you examine these passages and others, it is clear 
that there is no mention of salvation being offered after death. Instead, as the 
writer of Hebrews notes, the pattern is death then judgment, “...it is appointed 
for men to die once and after this comes judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). 

While from a human perspective, it may be difficult to understand; from 
God’s perspective, His judgments are just. “...The judgments of the LORD are 
true; they are righteous altogether” (Psalm 19:9). 


Two Roads, Two Choices, Two Destinies 


omeone found the following inscription on a tombstone buried deep in the 
grass: 


Pause, stranger, when you pass me by: 
As you are now, so once was I. 

As I am now, so you will be. 

So prepare for death and follow me. 


Pushing the overgrown grass aside a bit more, he found the following 
scratched on the stone, done with a crude instrument: 


To follow you I’m not content, 
Until I know which way you went! 


Jesus made it crystal clear in the Gospels (Matthew 7:13-14) that there are 
two roads. “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is 
broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. For the 
gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find 
it” (Matthew 7:13-14). One road is wide and the other is narrow. 

The foolish and the weak walk the wide road that leads to destruction. The 
wise and the strong walk the narrow road that leads to eternal life. How about 
you? Which will you choose—the wide road of cowardice, compromise and 
corruption, or the narrow road that requires courage, commitment and control? 

Your two choices are clear. Accept Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord or reject 
Him. There is no middle ground because not to accept Him is to reject Him. 
Choose wisely, because your eternal destiny will be determined by whether you 
decide to kneel before Jesus as Savior now or to stand before Him one day as 
your Judge. 


Who Will Be There to Reward You? 


Many people have different perspectives and philosophies concerning 


whom or what they worship and look to in hope of obtaining an award on the 
“other side.” Be assured, however, only the One who is really there will have the 
authority and power to eternally reward you. All others will be proven to be 
myths or counterfeits. 

I have spent my life searching and researching, and I am one hundred 
percent convinced the One and only Rewarder on that day will be Jesus Christ. 

I gave my life to Jesus Christ at the age of 18 after some events convinced 
me of His reality. Then, I spent many years examining the evidence. A thorough 
investigation in every imaginable venue and arena I could conceive of has 
confirmed the accuracy of that decision. I confidently stake my life and eternity 
on Him. 

Are you certain concerning whom or what you look to for your eternal 
reward? Are you convinced you have adhered to the necessary requirements to 
receive what you say you believe? These questions are of eternal significance 
because they will affect you much longer than any other pursuit or relationship 
in this life. Choose wisely because this is for everything and for all time. Your 
eternal destiny and eternal reward are on the line. 


Ready to Meet Your Maker? 


A hardened farmer, from whom I bought some fruit and vegetables, was 
undergoing dialysis and nearing the end of his life. Upon discovering that I was a 
minister, he sarcastically asked why God hadn’t taken him yet. I responded, “Just 
like you leave fruit on your trees until it is ready to be picked, the Good Lord is 
leaving you here until you are ready to meet Him.” His wife enthusiastically 
agreed. I gave him a book I wrote which hopefully prepared him for eternity 
because, a short time after that encounter, he met his Maker. 

On another occasion, I was talking to a neighbor who had already lived 
several months beyond what the doctors expected. Jim said to me, “God must not 
be ready for me yet.” I replied, “The most important question is, ‘Are you ready 
to meet God?’ He may be keeping you alive until you are.” After a few more 
visits, he accepted Christ as his Savior. Not long thereafter, he departed this life 
to meet his Maker. 


My Last Four Words 


One night, shortly after the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the 
U.S., I had a vivid dream. I was driving a car with two other people when all of a 
sudden I came to the rim of a circular volcanic-like cliff. I pressed hard on the 
brake but was unable to stop the car. It plunged over the edge and straight down 
hundreds of feet on the way to our imminent death. I had time to utter only four 
words—these are the same four words I remember saying on several previous 
occasions when I was certain I was going to be killed in car wrecks or while on 


mission trips. 

I did not have time to witness to those with me, say any goodbyes or 
parting words, write a note to my wife, children and grandchildren to tell them 
how much I love them. There was no time to pray. It all happened too fast. Our 
fate was already sealed. All I could do was hold on to the steering wheel and 
brace myself for the inevitable. As the car rapidly approached the bottom, only 
four words came out of my mouth, “Jesus, I’m coming home.” 

In my youth, I had dreams of falling but always woke up before impact; 
however, in this dream, I woke up at impact. When I woke, the dream was as real 
as though it had really happened. I was not afraid, but noticed my heart was 
beating fast. The memory of that dream and the near reality it symbolized several 
times before has been burned into my memory. Knowing my name was written in 
His Book of Life and previously making the decision that I would live my life for 
Christ and not shrink back—even in the face of death—those were my last four 
words. 

One day, your life may be snuffed out with no time to repent or ask 
forgiveness. When the final seconds of your life come and as you draw your last 
breath, what will your words or thoughts be? Have you made the decision to give 
your life to Christ? Is your name written in the Book of Life? 

Death can occur so rapidly and unexpectedly that you may not have time to 
get your heart right with the Lord. Wisdom dictates that you make your peace 
with Him NOW and live every day as though it were your last—for one day it 
will be. When that day comes, I hope you can confidently say, “Jesus, I’m coming 
home.” 


Determine Our Eternal Destiny 


The Lord puts us on this planet for a lifetime—however long or short that 
may be—for us to choose and determine our eternal destiny. John 3:16 reveals 
the heart of God for us: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal 
life.” In John 8:24, Jesus gives us our only option: “...unless you believe that I 
am He, you will die in your sins.” 

Jim Elliot wisely stated, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to 
gain what he cannot lose.” 

You never know when your time on this planet will be up, and you will 
enter eternity. Shawn, a 35 year-old man, attended our Revelation series. Shawn 
was present when his friend Jason died of an overdose and was struggling with 
guilt. Jason’s sister brought Shawn to all the Revelation sessions. He gave his life 
to Christ midway through the series. He attended the last Thursday night session 
as we dealt with hell and the lake of fire, as well as Heaven and the New 
Jerusalem. Three days later (Sunday night), I received a phone call from Jason’s 
other sister that Shawn was found dead at his house. At the funeral home, his 
mother told me he was really trying and was changing—he was reading his Bible 


every day. She said he died with a peaceful smile on his face which comforted 
her greatly. 

There are two endless destinies: eternal life with your Creator, or eternal 
separation from your Creator. In His presence is fullness of joy—without His 
presence is weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

If you choose not to get your relationship with God restored in this lifetime 
—then He will give you what you choose and let you have eternal separation 
from Him; however, if you choose Him, then you will inherit Heaven, Christ’s 
Millennial Kingdom and the New Jerusalem. 


The Great White Throne Judgment 


Every person who did not have part in the first resurrection (before the 
Millennium) will be resurrected to stand before the Great White Throne 
Judgment following the Millennium. Earth and sky will flee from the presence of 
the One seated on the throne, removing any possible place to hide. 

While some people want their bodies cremated because it is less expensive 
than burial, there are those who think that if their ashes are spread across an 
ocean or over land, God will be unable to resurrect them to stand before Him at 
judgment. Their reasoning is that the ashes will be assimilated into the water or 
soil, be consumed by fish or animals or be assimilated by plants, making it 
impossible for the cells of their physical body to be recomposed and resurrected 
to stand before God. Nevertheless, the Creator of the universe who formed Adam 
from the very dust of the ground and brought together the right combination of 
molecules and cells to make him a living being will have no difficulty re- 
materializing and resurrecting everybody to stand before Him in judgment. 

From the final eternal verdict of the Great White Throne Judgment, there 
will be no appeal. Anyone whose name is not written in the Book of Life will be 
thrown into the lake of fire. Revelation 20:11-15 gives alarming details: 


Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose 
presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for 
them. And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before 
the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things 
which were written in the books, according to their deeds. And the 
sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up 
the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of 
them according to their deeds. Then death and Hades were thrown 
into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if 
anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire. 


Destined for Judgment 


All, except those who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb (in 
reference to Christ’s sacrificial death for the sins of the world), will be summoned 
at the end of the Millennium to appear before the Creator for sentencing to their 
eternal destiny. 


e There is no one so wise or strong that they can prevent their destined 
appearance before God’s Great White Throne Judgment. 


e There is not a single person so wealthy that they can buy their way 
out of it. 


e There is nobody so insignificant that God will pass them by. 


e There is none of such reputation that the Creator will be impressed 
enough to let them miss their appointed judgment day. 


e There is not anyone so eloquent of speech that they can talk their 
way out of God’s eternal decree. 


The Terrorists Know At Least Three Things 


Where are the 9/11 terrorists who hijacked those planes? They are not in 
paradise as they were led to believe. They now know more about eternity than 
any of us alive. They know at least three things: First, they know the Bible is true 
and that every knee bows and every tongue confesses that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
Second, instead of terrorizing others, they are the ones now being terrorized. 
Third, they know that at the end of the Millennium they will stand before the 
Great White Throne Judgment of God, the Creator, to receive their eternal 
sentence. Because their names are not written in the Book of Life, they will be 
cast into the lake of fire forever. 

At this point, their judgment is final; there is no reprieve, no second 
chance. Despite great weeping and wailing, there will be no opportunity to 
change one’s mind or reverse one’s destiny. Everyone who rejected God’s 
gracious offer of forgiveness through the sacrificial death of His Son has no other 
option but to receive what they had chosen before they died. 

Every one of us has sinned and deserves eternal separation from a holy, 
righteous, just and loving Creator, but God has a much better option through 
Jesus Christ, and that option is called Heaven and the New Jerusalem. 


Hell—A Terrifying Reality 


There is also another potential destiny: Hell. Because Jesus, the 
personification of love and compassion, loves us so much, He frequently warned 


about hell. Jesus indicated that physical death is nothing compared to never- 
ending separation of the soul from God and banishment from His presence for 
eternity. 

Physical death is separation of the soul from the body while spiritual death 
is separation of the soul from God. When Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating 
of the forbidden fruit, their spiritual death was immediate. Instead of walking in 
the Garden in fellowship with God, they now hid from Him (Genesis 3:8). 
Simultaneously, the procedure of physical death began since they no longer had 
access to the tree of life (Genesis 3:24), therefore the aging process commenced. 
The “second death” (Revelation 2:11; 20:6, 14; 21:8) is eternal separation from 
God. 

My friends and I used to laugh about going to hell and would brag about 
wanting to go there to beat up the devil and have a great time playing cards and 
drinking and enjoying every pleasure imaginable. Besides, we certainly did not 
want to go to Heaven because all our friends would be in hell, and only boring 
people would be in Heaven. But, I eventually learned the foolishness of that 
mentality. Hebrews 10:31 reveals the sobering truth: “It is a terrifying thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God.” 

Hell is not a mythological concept, but a terrifying reality. Why else would 
Jesus say that it is better to inherit life maimed than to have both hands, feet or 
eyes and be cast into hell (Mark 9:43-48)? 

Matthew 10:28 also strongly states: 


Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but 
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 


To describe the awful reality and the eternal destiny of agony and torment 
of those who do not accept Christ, the Bible uses such descriptive terms as eternal 
punishment, fire, fiery furnace, eternal fire, unquenchable fire, lake of fire, 
second death, weeping and gnashing of teeth, outer darkness, black darkness, 
wrath of God and separation from the presence of the Lord. While many of these 
terms are symbolic, they do depict a reality that cannot be denied. 

Donald Guthrie states: 


In [Revelation] chapter 14 the blessedness of the redeemed is 
contrasted with the final judgment on those who worship the beast 
[Antichrist]. They are under the fierce wrath of God (verse 10) which 
they are made to drink out of the cup of his anger. They are to be 
“tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels 
and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes 
up for ever and ever; and they have no rest, day or night” (verses 10, 
11). There is an unquestioned severity about this picture of judgment. 
It is again echoed in [Revelation] 19:20, where the beast and the false 


prophet are thrown into “the lake of fire that burns with brimstone.” 
The same idea occurs in 20:10 where the devil is consigned to the 
same lake, and 20:14 where Death and Hades share the same fate. In 
the latter case the lake of fire is defined as the second death.» 


Treason and Treachery 


On my birthday, I went to buy some blueberries at a berry farm. The man 
working there asked me a question, and we got into an hour-long discussion 
about the Bible and Jesus Christ. He accepted virtually everything I shared with 
him but could not comprehend how Satan could rebel or how God could send 
people to hell. 

I asked him, “Have you ever had someone work for you who tried to 
embezzle money or undermine your position?” He said, “Yes, my brother used to 
work for me until I found out he was stealing money. Even though I paid him 
very well, he wanted more. He wanted equal pay with me. Then he spread lies 
about me to our mother.” 

So, I asked him, “What did you do?” He replied, “I fired him and removed 
him from here. But he is still doing everything he can to undermine me.” 

I smiled as I explained to him that he just described a similar scenario of 
Satan’s rebellion against God. And, like Satan, those who refuse to accept God’s 
offer of forgiveness will be expelled from His presence for all eternity—that is 
what hell is all about. 

This man’s own circumstances helped him understand more clearly the 
treason and treachery perpetrated by Satan against the Creator and His creation, 
and why God’s final judgment against Satan, and all who join his rebellion, is just 
and true. 


Darkness and Light 


One evening, I was walking down a dimly lit hallway at the ministry center. 
After a few more steps, I entered a basement area devoid of light; it was pitch 
black. I could not see my hand in front of my face. I stopped and pondered for a 
moment about the thick darkness over the land of Egypt for three days. Then, I 
thought about the darkness that will cover the earth during the Tribulation. 
Finally, I contemplated the eternal darkness for those who reject Christ. A 
darkness that may be felt. What if this darkness never ended? 

Hell will be a place of darkness because the presence of the Lord will not be 
there. God is light and hell is the absence of God. Thus, you will feel totally 
isolated and alone there. 


Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the sky, 


that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even a darkness 
which may be felt.” So Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, 
and there was thick darkness in all the land of Egypt for three days. 
They did not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his place for 
three days (Exodus 10:21-23). 


Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, 
and his kingdom became darkened; and they gnawed their tongues 
because of pain (Revelation 16:10). 


Throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 25:30). 


For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into 

hell and committed them to pits of darkness, held for judgment; then 
the Lord knows how to... keep the unrighteous under punishment for 
the day of judgment (2 Peter 2: 4, 9). 


And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their 
proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the 
judgment of the great day (Jude 6). 


I have come as Light into the world, so that everyone who believes in 
Me [Jesus] will not remain in darkness (John 12:46). 


God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all (1 John 1:5). 


Spending eternity away from God’s presence would be total darkness— 
unbelievable loneliness, hopelessness and despair. Everlasting separation from 
your Creator is a forever of darkness, isolation and terror. Not because God is 
torturing you, but because of the nature of your existence in isolation from Him 
—the absolute absence of His presence. 

God sent His Son to pay the price of our sins and to display His love for us. 
Christ’s shed blood not only demonstrates God’s justice, it also displays His 
amazing love for us and provides the only means for us to be restored to a holy 
and righteous Creator. God has done everything possible to bring us into 
relationship with Him. 

Accept Jesus Christ as Your Savior and Lord. He offers you abundant life 
here and now, and an eternity of fullness of joy in His presence. 

Two of God’s preeminent attributes are love and light. Life without Him is 
one of groping in spiritual darkness and often seeking for love in all the wrong 


places. Not to have your relationship with your Creator remedied through Jesus 
Christ in this life is to have an eternity in an existence without love or light. To 
know Him is to live in fullness of joy and loving relationships in the midst of an 
amazing universe lighted by the glory of God. 

Colossians 1:13-14: “For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and 
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins.” 


Descriptions of Eternal Punishment 


God’s judgment and punishment is unequivocally pronounced upon all the 
unrepentant wicked. Do realize, however, that without the forgiveness offered 
through Christ, we all are wicked because “all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God” (Romans 3:23). “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23). “Or do you think 
lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that 
the kindness of God leads you to repentance? But because of your stubbornness 
and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath 
and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who WILL RENDER TO EACH 
PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS: to those who by perseverance in doing good 
seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; but to those who are 
selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath 
and indignation.” (Romans 2:4-8). 

To warn about the awful reality and the eternal destiny of those who do not 
repent and receive forgiveness from God, the Bible uses such descriptive terms as: 


e Eternal punishment (Matthew 25:46) 

Eternal judgment (Hebrews 6:2) 

e Flame, fire (Luke 16:24; Matthew 5:22; James 3:6) 
e Furnace of fire (Matthew 13:42,50) 

Eternal fire (Matthew 18:8; 25:41; Jude 7) 
Unquenchable fire (Mark 9:43,48; Isaiah 66:24) 


e Lake of fire (Revelation 20:10,14,15; 21:8)—used to describe the final 
hell 


e Second death (Revelation 2:11; 20:6,14; 21:8) 
e Black darkness (2 Peter 2:17) 
e Outer darkness (Matthew 8:12; 22:13; 25:30) 


e Weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 8:12; 22:13; 25:30; 
Lukel13:28) 


Wrath of God (John 3:36; Romans 2:5) 


e Separation from the presence of the Lord (2 Thessalonians 1:9; 
Matthew 7:23) 


While many of these terms are symbolic, they do depict a reality that 
cannot be denied! 

If we reject Jesus Christ in this life, we will forever regret that choice and 
lost opportunity of salvation, but, if we accept Him and receive His forgiveness, 
we will forever rejoice in that decision. John 3:36 cautions us: 


The one who believes in the Son has eternal life; but the one who 
does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God remains 
on him. 


After we die, the Lord will probably show each one of us a narrated video 
of our life as He says: “I protected you here, spared your life there. I saved you 
from disaster in these places, tried to speak to you all these different times, 
attempted to warn you at these points in your life, sought to bring you to 
salvation on these occasions....” Our response will be utter silence. We will be 
without excuse as we stand before our Creator in the light of the many times 
throughout our lifetime He attempted to draw us back to Him with His love and 
truth. Forever etched in your mind and consciousness will be all the 
opportunities you missed in this life and all that you are missing in eternity with 
Jesus Christ. 

The Greek word that is often translated hell (abode of the damned in the 
afterlife) in the New Testament is Gehenna. Gehenna is the Greek transliteration 
of the Hebrew Ge Hinnom, meaning “Valley of Hinnom,” located southwest of 
Jerusalem. In this valley, children were burned as sacrifices to the false god 
Molech and idolatry was practiced (2 Chronicles 28:3; 33:6; Jeremiah 7:31; 
19:2-6; 32:35). During the reign of righteous King Josiah, the idolatrous sacrifices 
were stopped (2 Kings 23:10). The Valley of Hinnom became a location where 
every kind of garbage, even corpses of criminals, was dumped. It was infested 
with worms and maggots, and a foul-smelling smoke rose from the constantly 
burning fires. 

Jesus used the metaphor of Gehenna to describe the place of everlasting 
punishment (Mark 9:47-48), and, just as Gehenna was outside the gates of 
Jerusalem, the final fate of the unrighteous is outside the gates of the New 
Jerusalem (Revelation 21:27; 22:15) where believers will dwell with the Lord. 

According to theologians, Gehenna (hell) is presently unoccupied. Hades is 
currently the temporary place of the dead where only their souls exist. In the 
future, when God judges the wicked angels along with evil humanity, then 
Gehenna also known as the lake of fire, will become inhabited. Gehenna is the 
permanent place where both the body and the soul are reunited to spend eternity 
apart from God. 


Endless Duration 


The New International Dictionary of the Bible says: 


The duration is explicitly indicated in the New Testament. The word 
“eternal” (aionios) is derived from the verb aion, signifying an “age” 
or “duration.” Scripture speaks of two aeons, or ages: the present age 
and the age to come (Matthew 12:32; Mark 10:30; Luke 18:30, 
Ephesians 1:21). The present age—this world—is always contrasted 
with the age to come as temporal, while the future age will be 
endless. As the everlasting life of the believer is to be endless, just so 
the retributive aspect of hell refers to the future infinite age. In every 
reference in which aionios applies to the future punishment of the 
wicked, it indisputably denotes endless duration (Matthew 18:8; 
25:41, 46; Mark 3:29; 2 Thessalonians 1:9; Hebrews 6:2; Jude 7).10 


I heard a pastor on radio say something like the following: After billions 
and trillions of years in hell, you will not have lessened your sentence by even 
one second. 


No One Will Remember You 


Before believers in Christ enter the New Jerusalem and God’s eternal 
Kingdom, all tears are wiped away and past memories of a fallen world are 
forgotten. The former things pass away forever as God makes new heavens and a 
new earth to be dwelled in for eternity by those who love and obey Him. 

If your name is not written in the Book of Life because you did not receive 
the gift of salvation through the provision of God’s precious Son, then for all 
eternity, instead of living with your Creator, you will exist devoid of His 
presence. You will remember the many opportunities you had to accept Him, the 
incredible paradise you forfeited that God designed for those who received His 
offer of forgiveness and that all of your family and friends who accepted Christ 
will be with Him for eternity—but they will not even remember you or know you 
exist. 

Those who reject or refuse to accept Jesus Christ during their lifetime will 
be eternally lost. They will forever lament forfeiting their inheritance of the 
magnificent New Jerusalem and a universal paradise. No wonder there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. That is why our loving Savior warned repeatedly 
about hell and went to the cross to save all who would put their trust in Him. 

According to The Expositor’s Bible Commentary notes on Revelation 14:9-12: 


Yet when all is said and done, the question is not whether the 


doctrine of hell is detestable but whether it is true. It does have the 
full support of Scripture and of our Lord (Matthew 25:46; Romans 
2:3-9; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-9).11 


Separated from God’s Presence 


It has been stated that the best life on Earth is but a glimpse of Heaven. The 
worst of life is nothing in comparison to hell. Randy Alcorn said, “For Christians 
this present life is the closest they will come to Hell. For unbelievers, it is the 
closest they will come to Heaven.” 

God did not prepare eternal fire and punishment for human beings, but for 
the devil and his angels (Matthew 25:41). He created us for eternal life in His 
presence. He has done everything possible to keep us from hell. A place of total 
separation from the very presence of God—that’s what makes hell so terrible. 
Hell is a place of “outer darkness” and isolation with complete exclusion from the 
very presence of God. When unbelievers realize the stark contrast of the eternal 
blessing they lost in Christ, compared to their eternal state, they will weep and 
gnash their teeth. 

The darkness over the land and Jesus’ loud cry, “My God, My God, why 
have You forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:45-46) were the consequences of His 
temporary separation from God as He was taking on Himself the sins of the 
world, being abandoned by God. Sin separates us from God, and since Jesus was 
bearing the sins of the world, He was momentarily forsaken by God. His cry is 
representative of those who will be weeping and gnashing their teeth when they 
realize the awful reality of being separated from God for eternity. 

What happens to people who have a contagious disease? They are often 
quarantined! Do you know what God is going to do, and what hell is all about? In 
simplistic terms, hell is merely a place where those who do not have a restored 
relationship with God and thereby continue in their sin and rebellion, will be 
eternally separated from God’s presence. He has no other alternative. Because sin 
and rebellion are infectious and contagious, He will quarantine them for all 
eternity. 

There are those people who, through actual words or lifestyle, tell God, “I 
do not want you; leave me alone!” A day will come when God will leave them 
alone—forever! Their option is not very appealing: Quarantined with fallen 
angels and humans who cry, complain and curse...for all eternity. 

Those people who do not receive a holy God’s provision of salvation and 
have this relationship restored by accepting Christ while on this earth will for all 
eternity continue to be separated from God’s presence. He is giving them what 
they chose in this life—to remain endlessly separated from their Creator. 

Cynthia Seigart Bryan writes in her compelling book, And the Name Wore 
Sandals: 


What does it mean to be separated from God’s manifested presence? 
What would it look like to experience the undiluted absence of God? 
The absence of the Light of the World is a heavy, smothering 
darkness. The absence of the Living Water and Bread of Life will 
produce nothing but unquenchable thirst and insatiable hunger of 
soul, resulting in burning unfulfilled desire. The absence of the God of 
peace would mean unending restlessness and conflict. The absence of 
the God who heals would yield eternal torment and the anguish of 
disease from head to toe. The absence of the Holy God of 
Righteousness would produce the stench of unfathomable debauchery 
and evil. The absence of the God of reconciled relationships will bring 
about stifling solitude—heart-wrenching loneliness. 


Far worse, the absence of the God of mercy and grace will mean that 
the soul cannot repent, so it remains forever in a state of anger, 
gnashing its teeth against the God who gave it exactly what it 
demanded—to be rid of Him. The only remaining expression of God 
will be His abiding and unabated indignation and wrath against the 
sin that soul refused to forsake. This condition will not just be 
momentary but never ending, for man was designed with an 
everlasting soul. He will dwell somewhere forever. 


That is why our Lord spared nothing to save those who were lost and 
spent more time warning about hell than any other subject.12 


Cynthia closes this chapter on God of My Salvation with a Psalm of David: 


Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; 
according to the multitude of Your tender mercies, blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is 
always before me. ...Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash 
me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me hear joy and gladness, 
that the bones You have broken may rejoice. Hide Your face from my 
sins and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me away from 
Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me (Psalm 
51:1-3, 7-11 NKJV).13 


9. Ibid, p. 891. 


10. J.D. Douglas, The New International Dictionary of the Bible, Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, MI, U.S.A., 1987, p. 431. 


11. Kenneth L. Barker and John R. Kohlenberger III, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary— 
Abridged Edition: New Testament, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI 49530, 1994, notes 
on Revelation 14:9-12, p. 1197. 


12. Cynthia Seigart Bryan, And the Name Wore Sandals, Archway Publishing, 
Bloomington, IN 47403, 2021, pp. 158-159. 


13. Ibid, p. 160. 


Getting Our Attention 


ith the non-stop stimulation of electronic devices and society’s increasing 


fixation with the pursuit of pleasures, how can God get our attention? For many, 
the eternal significance of having a relationship with the Creator is grossly 
underestimated. 

While driving, it is common for people to listen to music or news on the 
radio. When walking or jogging, many listen to their favorite playlists or 
podcasts. At home, they watch movies and sports, play video games, browse the 
internet, text and catch up on the latest gossip or newest trends on social media 
platforms. In addition, consider how many people have fogged minds from sleep 
deprivation, poor diets, drug use (legal and illegal), abuse of alcohol or are 
overwhelmed by the stresses of life, family and work. 

Due to prejudice or hostility, some people alienate themselves from God 
because they feel He is indifferent to their pain and suffering, believe He caused 
or didn’t prevent bad things from happening to them, or they condone lifestyles 
contrary to His Word. Others, with preconceived ideas and beliefs, seek to 
determine who or what they think God should be. Some pursue New Age 
spirituality, leading them down a number of paths away from the true and living 
God of the Bible. 


Pain, Suffering and Judgment 


Often, trouble or tragedy is the wake-up call that motivates people to seek 
God for help. I have ministered to many who previously had little interest in, or 
time for, God until a life-threatening disease, debilitating injury, loss of a loved 
one, the breakup of a relationship or some other crisis opened their eyes. 

Experience and history teach us that along life’s journey, God uses a variety 
of ways to get our attention and to motivate us to seek Him. Nevertheless, today’s 
generation is hardening their hearts and moving in a direction that is 
diametrically opposed to what the Creator intended for us. No wonder it will take 
the worst judgments ever—the cataclysmic events described in the Book of 
Revelation—to get the attention of this world. While many will be brought to 
repentance, most will continue to resist and rebel. Then, one day, they will 
discover the shocking reality of a God who so loved them that He died for their 
sins, but having rejected Jesus’ free offer of salvation, He is no longer their Savior 
but their Judge! 


Throughout their lifetime, God attempted to get their attention and desired 
a relationship with them but was rejected repeatedly. If we die still choosing to 
ignore or defy God by rejecting His provision of salvation in Jesus Christ, then, at 
the Final Judgment, God will give us what we have chosen—eternal separation 
from His presence. In contrast, those who receive Christ will inherit all that God 
has prepared for those who love Him and obey His Word. 

One day soon, Jesus Christ will return as the victorious King of kings and 
Lord of lords. Prophecies foretold in Scripture thousands of years ago are clearly 
lining up. Those who do not discern the end time “signs of the times” will be easy 
prey for the deceptive and seductive spirit of this age. They will be lured away 
from their only true hope—Jesus Christ. 


Dreams, Desires and Aspirations 


Take time while you still have the opportunity to put down your phones 
and contemplate the reality of a Creator, ponder the meaning of life and consider 
the eternal consequences of your choices. Questions such as: “Where did I come 
from?” “Am I here for a reason?” “What happens after I die?” If you truly 
examine the evidence for the claims of Jesus Christ and the Bible, you will 
discover undeniable proof just as Peter realized when he declared to Jesus, “You 
have words of eternal life” (John 6:68). 

God’s glory is displayed through the wonders of creation, and the 
knowledge of Him is revealed through His inspired Word. Although we are 
without excuse, He continues to pursue us through life’s circumstances, dreams 
and visions, and through pain and suffering all in an endeavor to bring us back 
into relationship with Him, both here and now, and for all eternity! 

Don’t waste your life thinking that your possessions or accomplishments 
will make you happy because lasting happiness will always elude you. The only 
enduring solution is to come to know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. I made that 
choice and have never looked elsewhere for fulfillment, peace and hope. True, 
there is still a longing in my heart, but not for something or someone else. I want 
to know Christ more deeply, to see Him face to face and to witness all of creation 
return to God’s originally intended glory. When that day finally comes and we 
are with our Lord and Savior for all eternity, we will witness the ultimate 
fulfillment of all our dreams, desires and aspirations. 


The Dash 


If you walk through a cemetery, you will see many tombstones. Each one 
has a story to tell and family members who loved them. Most of the grave 
markers and cremation urns have the date of birth and date of death with a dash 
in between. That dash represents the entire life of that person while on earth. A 
poem entitled “The Dash” by Linda Ellis may make you pause to consider, when 


your eulogy is being read, will you be proud of the things they say about how 
you spent your dash? It also motivates readers to consider making important 
changes in their lives while they still have the opportunity. 


What If I Die Today? 


Some of you reading this may depart this life sooner than anticipated. So let 
me get introspective with you. Take a few minutes to think about this question: 
When it is time for you to die, what will your last words be? I suggest that you 
begin to live the remainder of your life reflecting the words you would speak on 
the day of your death. 

If you were going to die today, what eternal legacy will you leave behind? 
Where will the footprints of your life lead? What will your financial records 
reveal were the priorities of your life? What will the literature they find in your 
home reveal? What will the sites you visited on your computer and the email and 
text messages disclose? What about the movies and television programs you 
watched? What message will the images and philosophies you allowed in your 
home leave for your family? Will your family be shocked by what they discover 
or remember you for being an imitator of your Heavenly Father? Will you leave a 
legacy of fruitful faith or unrepentant failure? 

Let me ask you another question: Do you really believe that Jesus Christ is 
who He claimed to be and that the Bible is true? If you do, then those beliefs 
should affect every facet of your life by how you live, what you do, where you 
go, what you watch, what you say and what you think. I told a Marine, who 
professed to be a Christian but was living an immoral lifestyle, that if he truly 
believed in God then he must obey God’s Word the way he should obey his 
commanding officer. 


Is It a Fairy Tale? 


Is all this talk about Jesus, Heaven and the resurrection just a fairy tale and 
wishful thinking? Or could it actually be true? 

I searched in many philosophies and religions without success until I found 
the ultimate answers to life, death and eternity in the Bible. Only the Bible and 
Jesus Christ adequately answer and solve the death and sin problems. God’s 
revelation of Himself and His dealings with humankind are recorded in Scripture. 

Several friends who are scientists became committed believers in Jesus 
Christ after considering the evidence: the remarkable functionality of the human 
body, the diversity and splendor of nature, the complexity of DNA, the vastness 
and awesomeness of the Universe consisting of billions of galaxies containing 
billions of stars. These scientists concluded that this amazing creation could 
never have happened by random chance—even over billions of years. They had 
no other option than to acknowledge an omniscient and omnipotent Creator. 


Archaeology, history, science, prophecy and many other proofs substantiate 
their faith in Jesus Christ and the Bible as God’s unique revelation of truth. They 
heartily agree with me that the wisest and strongest decision we ever made was 
to accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord. The veracity of God’s Word can not 
only be trusted for the past, but also for the future, as everything lost because of 
the Fall in the Garden of Eden will be restored. 


Three Questions 


I spent many years searching for answers to three questions: 

1. Is there a God? 

2. Are there many ways or only one way to God? 

3. What does God require of me? 

After years of searching, I accepted Jesus Christ as the only way of 
salvation. My broken relationship with God was restored. The peace, joy and 
hope that I discovered through knowing Him as my Savior and Lord has not 
diminished in over 50 years of living for Him. I have been blessed to share His 
reality with numerous people. 

For example, Lynne called the ministry to see if I could visit her ex- 
husband, Terry, who was in the hospital. He was an atheist and dying of cancer. 

Entering Terry’s hospital room, I saw a man who was mere skin and bones. 
After telling him that I was a chaplain and that Lynne had sent me, he welcomed 
me. I sat down beside his bed and spoke for a few minutes while he ate his 
dinner, slowly chewing each bite. Between bites, he responded to my questions 
with one or two words. When I asked if he would like to talk about eternity, he 
responded, “Not at this time.” Knowing I would probably not see him again as I 
was leaving on a ministry trip, I asked if I might say something briefly. He 
nodded a “yes” but seemed distant and disinterested. 

I told him that I had spent a lifetime seeking the answers to three questions: 
First, I wanted to know if there is a God. I assured him that after examining the 
evidence I was convinced that there was and that both of us will stand before 
Him when we die. Second, I wanted to know if there were many ways to this God 
or only one. I had become convinced that the Bible truly is God’s Word; that 
Jesus Christ is the only way to Heaven. Third, I wanted to know what this God 
requires of me. I discovered I must ask His forgiveness and accept Jesus Christ as 
my Savior and Lord. 

He had stopped eating and was listening intently, and he said he had been 
thinking about these things. He thanked me several times for coming and wanted 
to continue our conversation. I went on to share illustrations of how we can 
know Jesus Christ and to assure him that God would forgive him and receive him 
into His heavenly kingdom—even at this late point in his life. He responded, “I 
guess God is pulling me up by my bootstraps.” Asking him if he wanted to receive 
Jesus as his Savior, he said that he did. I prayed a salvation prayer and at the end 
he said a clear “Amen.” Terry died a little more than a week later. Isn’t God’s 


love toward us amazing? Even at the very end of his life, God’s love and 
forgiveness was extended to Terry. 


High Hope, High Honor 


Most everyone has “high hopes” they will make it into Heaven. But only 
those whom the Lord approves will have the “high honor” of being welcomed 
into His eternal kingdom: 


Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to 
obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will 
not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected by the 
power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little 
while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, so that 
the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is 
perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; and 
though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not 
see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy 
inexpressible and full of glory, obtaining as the outcome of your faith 
the salvation of your souls (1 Peter 1:3-9). 


I have met many proud and pompous people on the pinnacle of success, 
foolishly strutting around like “little gods” while others adore and virtually 
worship them, but I have also seen them age and die like mere mortals as 
countless others who have gone on before them. 

Eternity lasts forever so make certain you receive God’s “high honors”—not 
merely your own “high hopes.” The Apostle Peter sums it up well: 


ALL flESH IS LIKE GRASS, AND ALL ITS GLORY IS LIKE THE flOWER OF 
GRASS. THE GRASS WITHERS, AND THE flOWER FALLS Off, BUT THE 
WORD OF THE LORD ENDURES FOREVER (1 Peter 1:24-25). 


In the Presence of Death 


Many rich and powerful people live to impress others—that is until their 
bodies and minds begin to degenerate. As their strength diminishes and their 
pain intensifies, with death appearing imminent, their proud and boastful words 


cease. Their former arrogant behavior seems like foolishness as their short-lived 
glory becomes nothing but a faded memory. In thinking about this, I wrote the 
following rhyme: 


I never realized, until standing at a grave, 

how useless the pursuits that make us their slave. 

I also discovered at that same site, 

how vain are the things for which we strive and fight. 


How foolish humans are to think that what we have is really ours. We 
might have built it, but we did not create the materials from which it was made 
—God did. And we definitely cannot take it with us when we die. It, and we 
ourselves, will return to the dust from which God made us. I have learned the 
wisdom that all I have is from the Lord, as this prayer reflects: 


Everything in all creation belongs to You. All I have is through Your 
provision. All I accomplish is by Your Spirit. All the truth I have 
learned is from Your wisdom. All I will ever be is because of Your 
mercy and grace. 


When facing imminent death, many people discover that what they 
previously thought was important is now irrelevant, and that which they had 
considered of little value becomes most precious. The peace and joy that comes 
from knowing Jesus Christ and the assurance of being with Him after death and 
for all eternity is priceless. 

My father-in-law was an avid follower of the media. Most of his 
conversations included current events in the news or episodes of his favorite 
television programs. However, two weeks before he died of an extended illness, 
he called me and said he did not think he had long to live. He wanted to know 
what to do to prepare for eternity. At my advice, he turned off his television and 
focused on the Lord and His Word. No longer did the concerns of this world, 
current news events and television programs have any attraction—his attention 
became focused on an eternal priority as he prepared for his heavenly home and 
saying goodbye to his loved ones. 


What Was Important to You on that Day? 


On that fateful day of 9/11, where would you be if you were on one of 
those hijacked planes, or if you had been in the World Trade Center or the 
Pentagon? Where would you be right now? Think about it. Nothing else matters 
more. We are talking about eternity. 


Where would you be right now if that unexpected disaster took your life as 
it did to so many people who were thrown into eternity wondering how they got 
there—thinking they were merely going to work like any other day? Take a few 
moments to reflect and ask yourself, “Where would I be if I were one of those 
fatalities?” Then ask yourself, “What was really important to me on Tuesday, 
September 11, 2001?” Probably not materialism or lusts of the flesh. More than 
likely, it was your faith and family. May your time, resources and activities 
reflect these priorities for the rest of your life. 


Considering Eternity 


While working out at the YMCA in San Diego, I overheard two businessmen 
discussing death. One said, “I am not sure what’s beyond the grave, but no one 
will immortalize me anyway, or remember me years from now.” The other man 
said, “I figure that whatever is out there will have to accept me as I am.” I said, “I 
don’t mean to jump in, but don’t you think eternity is a long time? Therefore, it 
might be wise to spend a little more time considering its implications. If there is a 
God who created us and this universe, are you going to say to Him, ‘You must 
accept me on my terms?’ No, if there is a Creator, then we must come to Him on 
His terms, not ours.” One of them responded, “That makes a lot of sense.” 


Win-Win Situation 


I have been with many dying people who knew the Lord and died in peace 
and joy. Even as their bodies began shutting down, they testified of God’s love 
and faithfulness. Many of them had committed their lives to Christ years before 
and had lived each day by biblical principles, so when their time came, they were 
ready to meet their Creator. 

Some, such as Jim, died unexpectedly and quickly. His eternal destiny was 
already determined years before when he committed his life to Christ. He lived 
what he believed, and when his time came, he was ready to meet his Creator. 

MaryAnn was a kind and gentle person who served the Lord her entire life. 
She was a powerful prayer intercessor with a passion for biblical prophecy. 
Although her body weakened, her prayers and trust in Jesus remained strong 
until her final breath. Then, she was in the presence of the One to whom she 
prayed and so deeply loved. 

One dying man, Karl, said he lived his whole life for that “last trip.” As I 
visited him near the end of his journey, he was in great physical pain but had 
tremendous peace spiritually and emotionally. While many people visited this 
man to bring comfort to him, they went away blessed because of his attitude and 
love for the Lord. His desire was to see his unsaved loved ones come to know the 
Lord, so they would be with him in Heaven. 

Being at the bedside of many dying saints reminded me of the patriarchs in 


the Bible. Their final recorded words were ones of faith, instruction and 
admonition to loved ones to remain faithful to the Lord. The final words of these 
committed believers in Christ were a reflection of their hearts; words from a 
voice that will never be heard again in this life. 

Trapper John’s perspective was that he was in a “win-win” situation. If God 
healed him, he would be a testimony for the Lord. If God took him home (as He 
did), he would be with the Lord in Heaven. Either way, he couldn’t lose! 

Maryln was a faithful staff volunteer who went to be with the Lord a few 
hours after I visited her at the hospital. She knew her Lord and His Word, and she 
lived what she believed. I was told by family members that while looking intently 
as though she saw the Lord, she died with a smile on her face. She had the same 
“win-win” attitude of Romans 14:8: “for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we 
die, we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.” 


Prepare for Eternity 


If you are reading this, then the invitation of Revelation 22:17 is still 
available to you: 


The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, 
“Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes 
take the water of life without cost. 


Only God knows a person’s true heart, but my desire is to help ensure that 
their eternal destiny is with the Lord Jesus Christ. I have been given numerous 
opportunities to minister to people before they died. I have spent time with those 
who lay dying on a hospital bed or in their home. They did not care about 
material possessions or past accomplishments. Foremost in their minds and hearts 
was being prepared for eternity. 

Both my father and father-in-law won many military medals in World War 
II, but the medals were of little relevance at the time of their deaths nor could 
they take them into Heaven. The greatest honor they both received was the gift 
of salvation and having their names written in the Book of Life. 

Jeremiah 9:23-24 wisely states: 


Thus says the LORD, “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let 
not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his 
riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and 
knows Me, that I am the LORD who exercises lovingkindness, justice 
and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things,” declares the 
LORD. 


When we die—or when Christ returns—all our accomplishments, degrees, 
credentials, awards, accolades and possessions will not matter. Paul wrote in 
Philippians 3:7-8: 


But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as 
loss for the sake of Christ. More than that, I count all things to be loss 
in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but 
rubbish so that I may gain Christ. 


What will really matter and be of utmost importance to you at the end of 
your life is: 


e Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord? 

e Is your name written in the Book of Life? 

e Was the priority of your heart to honor God? 

e Did you have a passion to grow in Christ-likeness? 

+ Were you a wise steward of the resources He entrusted to you? 


e Did you use the talents and skills He bestowed upon you for His 
glory? 


Did you help (by witness or financial support) to take the Gospel to 
the ends of the earth (family, friends and beyond)? 


All of these questions are important (depending on what point in your life 
you came to know Christ), but the first two questions are the most crucial for 
entry into God’s eternal Kingdom. 


A Testimony of Perseverance and Faithfulness 


My mother, Florence, went home peacefully to be with the Lord, 
surrounded by her family. Known and loved as “Flo” by all, she always had a 
smile and a positive word for everyone. She was a volunteer at my ministry for 
nearly 25 years. Through ice, mud and snow she walked in high heels up to the 
ministry center to answer phones, give tours, serve as hostess, pray in the prayer 
room and prepare packages to send to military personnel, prisoners and 
missionaries throughout the world. 

She went with my wife and I on several mission trips, and she and my 
father, Frank, let the ministry use the upstairs of their home during its first year. 
Frank retired early to help build the parsonage and two ministry centers while 
Flo worked in the offices. As I looked through the mountain of pictures for the 


slide show of her life, I realized that she attended virtually every one of our 
ministry events throughout the years. She was always faithful and always there 
for us. 

Flo constantly read and memorized Scripture—especially on the Second 
Coming of Christ and Heaven. She copied many books of the Bible in beautiful 
handwriting. She also was a prayer warrior—often praying long and eloquent 
prayers laced with verses of Scripture. My daughter Tabitha remembers going 
downstairs late at night and Flo would be walking back and forth in her room 
and the hallway praying for the ministry, her family and friends. 

At her house, before she moved in with us, she would have Christian 
television programs on in her living room, Christian radio on in her kitchen and 
taped messages or praise music playing in the dining room—oftentimes 
simultaneously. 

Throughout her life, Flo faced and overcame several life-threatening 
illnesses, injuries and tragedies—remaining strong in her love and testimony for 
Jesus Christ. Even while confined to a wheelchair the last few years of her life, 
she touched many more lives with her love and smile. Many of the nurses and 
workers said she was their favorite patient. 

During the closing days of her life, she was unable to speak, but, with her 
intense blue eyes fixed on us, we took turns reading and quoting Scripture, 
praying with her and playing “Amazing Grace” as well as other songs sung by Pat 
Boone. 

Flo wanted to go in the rapture. As she lay dying, I reminded the Lord of 
her desire and He reminded me that she would be part of the rapture, specifically 
the first part of it. The Apostle Paul stated: 


For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and 
so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another 
with these words (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18). 


Shortly before Flo died, BJ read the following verses to her from her Living 
Bible, which she had underlined. It accurately conveys what her parting words 
would have been: 


I won’t be around to help you very much longer. My time has almost 
run out. Very soon now I will be on my way to heaven. I have fought 
long and hard for my Lord, and through it all I have kept true to Him. 
And now the time has come for me to stop fighting and rest. In 
heaven a crown is waiting for me which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will give me on that great day of His return. And not just to 


me but to all those whose lives show that they are eagerly looking 
forward to His coming back again (2 Timothy 4:6-8). 


When my mother died, we found many notebooks filled with Scripture as 
well as Christian books such as The Eagle Christian and audio recordings. Her life 
had been filled with the Lord and His Word. No wonder she died so peacefully. 
We sent many of her audio tapes and books overseas to bless others, so her 
testimony could continue touching lives even after her death. 


He Is Seeking You Now 


You may feel that God has distanced Himself from His creation, but 
consider this situation: What would you do if your spouse disregarded you and 
instead pursued someone else? You would most likely distance yourself from 
them; the same is true with Christ. God walked in the Garden of Eden with Adam 
and Eve until disobedience and rebellion severed their relationship. Likewise, all 
of humanity has followed that pattern. We continue to disbelieve, disregard, 
disobey and follow our own path. Today’s generation has distanced itself and 
mocked the God who created our universe and us. For a time, God will give us 
our space, yet He is always ready to restore our relationship with Him. 

Let us no longer remain disinterested in knowing God! Let us stop getting 
caught up in the frantic pace of life and the cares of this world. Let us not be 
trapped in the pursuit of pleasure and self-indulgence. Let us not be blinded by 
false spiritual and philosophical beliefs. Do not let constant distractions, 
diversions, the endless disturbances of technological advances, chemical 
dependencies, nutritional deficiencies or anything else hinder God from getting 
your attention! 

God graciously responds to our sincere cries of desperation: “In my trouble 
I cried to the LORD and He answered me” (Psalm 120:1). The Lord is faithful to 
His promise: “You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all 
your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). Let your heart be as King David’s: “As the deer 
pants [longs] for the water brooks, so my soul pants for You, O God. My soul 
thirsts for God, for the living God” (Psalm 42:1-2). 

Call out to God for forgiveness and be assured by the Apostle Paul’s 
promise: “Whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved” (Romans 10:13 
NKJV). The Bible, God’s Holy Word, affirms: “Draw near to God and He will draw 
near to you” (James 4:8). 

Trust the promise of Isaiah 40:31: 


Yet those who wait for [hope in] the LORD will gain new strength; 
they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get 
tired, they will walk and not become weary. 


As Jesus Himself did, so God desires us to separate ourselves occasionally 
from the busyness of life to wait on Him in prayer, praise and reflection on His 
Word. Our times of fellowship with God will result in spiritual and physical 
rejuvenation, mental and emotional renewal and blessings as the psalmist 
discovered: 


How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the 
wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers! 
But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates 
day and night. He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of 
water, which yields its fruit in its season and its leaf does not wither; 
and in whatever he does, he prospers (Psalm 1:1-3). 


Do not wait until it is too late to offer God your time and attention. Get to 
know Jesus Christ while you still have the chance and the choice. Life is short 
and unpredictable; death is often unexpected. Your eternal destiny is in God’s 
hands! Right now, you have the opportunity to accept His offer of forgiveness 
and the promise of a restored relationship with your Creator (John 3:16). 

Receiving Him as Savior and Lord is the wisest and most courageous 
decision you will ever make. Living for Him will be the most exciting, 
challenging and fulfilling life you can live. 


Cam Is In Heaven 


c Hutter, another good friend of this ministry for several year, shares her journey 


through the death of her beloved son. 

Have you ever heard the phrase, “You’ve come a long way baby?” Well, 
that is where I happened to be Christmas of 1997. Far from the cold of North 
Dakota, I lived in beautiful sunny San Diego. I had a wonderful Christian 
husband, and my two sons were both married to wonderful women. 

All my husband, Jerry, and I had to worry about was finding a yacht to fill 
the empty boat slip in front of our home. We attended a couples’ Bible study, 
were active in our church and I also attended a women’s Bible study. Had it 
made in the shade...just where I had planned my life to be while I was riding a 
tractor and doing farm work on my uncle’s farm in North Dakota. Little did I 
know that there was a storm brewing that would take my very heart and soul so 
far out in the sea that my anchor could only touch for a very few minutes, now 
and then. 

Oh, yes, my sons were both doing well. The oldest son, Del, was a Lt. 
Colonel in the Air Force and was stationed with Beth and my three grandchildren 
in Germany. Cameron, my youngest son, had taken over our family car rental 
business that he and I had been building for the last seven years...oh, yes, life 
was perfect. 

That perfect life lasted only four months. It was not fair, I told myself for 
the next four years. Life is just not fair! But I was to find out that the Lord God is 
fair, and He was and still is in total control of my life. I do praise the Lord Jesus 
Christ for all His comfort. When no person or thing could still my broken heart, 
He did. Through the long, long, long hours, days, months and years to come I 
would repeat the words of the song, “Precious Lord, Take My Hand.” 

On Monday, May 7th, 1998, Susan, our daughter-in-law called and said, 
“Tm a little worried about Cam. Last Friday he had his teeth cleaned and his 
gums are still bleeding. His nose was even dripping a little blood.” I wasn’t 
worried about that, as Cam was 6 feet 4 inches tall and had never been sick with 
anything serious. I remarked, “Maybe he’s anemic; he might need some iron.” 
Cam left work and drove his little black Porsche, which he raced on Sunday 
afternoons, to the doctor for a blood test. 

Tuesday, Susan called me at Cam’s and my office where I was working and 
said she was driving Cam to the hospital as they wanted more blood work. 

On Wednesday, when I walked into his hospital room, there on his small 
bed was Cameron and his beautiful wife, Susan. Instead of picking out baby 


names for the child to be born in six months, they were talking about his acute 
leukemia. He had only had it one week. His chances were better than 70% that 
by his 33rd birthday in September he would be cured and life would be 
wonderful again. As I walked out to my car, it just seemed like a bad dream. I 
called everyone I knew and said to pray for Cameron. That Wednesday morning, 
I had stopped at my women’s Bible study group and passed a picture of Susan 
and Cam at their wedding, and we ladies prayed for him. 

On Thursday, Cam had a beautiful white dove on his windowsill at the 
hospital. Friday, Cam wanted to go to the first race of the Porsche season, but 
instead his doctor gave him a ride by ambulance to Scripps Green Hospital where 
he was to have the best doctors in the world. 

Saturday, Jerry and I went to see Cam and he was in a good mood. He was 
excited about his baby to be born in October. I told him that since tomorrow was 
Mother’s Day, I would buy a couple of cute outfits for Susan, from him. 

Sunday, Mother’s Day, Jerry and I took Jerry’s mother, Ruth, along to the 
hospital to see Cam. I did not know that day would be the last day I would look 
into Cam’s big beautiful blue eyes. 

Early Monday morning, I was sitting at my desk and it seemed God said, 
“GO TO CAMERON.” I told Ed to watch the office, and I headed to Scripps with 
the Bible verse that says, “God has plans for us, plans to give us a future and 
hope” typed to place on his bed stand. When I walked into his room, his left eye 
was black and blue. Standing by his bed, I prayed the Lord’s Prayer and the 23rd 
Psalm. 

Something seemed very wrong. I talked to the doctor on duty to see why 
Cam did not respond to my voice. She said that he had been a little restless, and 
they had given him some sedatives. She told me, “Don’t worry, he will be OK.” I 
went back to his bedside and his long arm came up to touch his swollen left eye. 
I grabbed his hand and I told him, “The Lord is here, Mom is here, and you’re 
going to be OK.” He held my hand tight and gave me three strong tugs, like he 
was confirming what I had told him. That was my last communication with Cam. 
I reached up to touch his hair, and as I ran my fingers through his hair, there was 
the death sweat. I called to the nurse that had just walked into the room, “Call 
the doctor, this kid is not all right.” All at once one doctor, two, three...it all 
went so fast. An oxygen mask went over his face and the group hurried him out 
of the room for a brain scan. 

There I stood in his empty room when Susan, Valerie, her best friend, and 
Sandra walked into the room. It seemed hours before the doctor came back into 
Cam’s room and told the four of us to call the family. Cam’s brain was 
hemorrhaging in seven places. Within twenty-four hours, Cam was dead. 

During those last hours, life was a blur. Jerry and I would be by his bedside 
and then in the hospital chapel praying that the Lord would heal Cam so that he 
could hold his baby. We were on our faces, on our knees. That was not to be, as 
Cam’s spirit left him in the early morning hours. 

All I could pray for the next two years was, “Jesus, Jesus.” Nicole had given 
me a plaque that read: “Do not let go of the hope you cherish and confess. Seize 


it and hold it tight. Put your hope in what I have promised you. For I am reliable, 
trustworthy and faithful to My Word” (Hebrews 10:23). I read this over and over 
and still my only prayer was, “Jesus, Jesus.” That is as far as my mind could take 
me. 

Working with Cam for the last seven years, I would put books and tapes on 
his big wood desk almost every month. I told Cam many times, “It is not 
important how many cars we have on rent, but that we will be together in 
Heaven.” Sometimes, the books would disappear completely. Sometimes, they 
ended up back on my desk. 

One day, as I was leaving the office, Cam held up a book with a blue cover 
and a picture of a young Billy Graham on the cover. “Mom, there is a chapter in 
this book that I believe completely. As a matter of fact, I’m going to take it home 
and have Susan read it.” I called Susan after Cam died and asked her if she could 
find the book and bring it to me the next time she came to see me. The book was 
still in his car. It is entitled The Faithful Christian. One of Cam’s business cards 
was marking a chapter “The Answer.” It is a most beautiful chapter and was a 
great blessing and encouragement to me. 

Still the words that Pastor Miles had uttered, “Cam is on the fence,” were 
haunting me. One night, after I had finished work, I fell to the floor in Cam’s 
office and cried to the Lord to give me some sign that Cam was with Him. The 
next morning, an unbelievable thing happened. Kelley, a pilot’s wife in Australia 
wrote to my oldest son, Del, in Germany. That letter and another from Kelley’s 
friend Jill, who had also been praying for Cam, had been e-mailed to him. He 
read me the most beautiful words a mother can hear. 

Kelley wrote: 


During my prayer time for Cam, I envisioned Jesus coming to Cam 
while he was in a coma and asking him, “Why have you kicked 
against Me and denied Me for so long?” And Cameron responding, 
“My God, You really are He! Why would I choose anything else, I 
choose to go with You, Jesus.” 


I received many wonderful cards and letters following Cam’s death. All 
these things were like harbor lights to my little boat being tossed in the waves. 
The only person I let pray for me and with me, except my sweet Jerry, was Bill 
Rudge. What a faithful brother and friend he was and still is. Bill went to the 
gravesite with Jerry and me on the second anniversary of Cam’s going home to 
Heaven. Tears by the bottle. I could not go to the gravesite as I would wail until 
the very veins in my nose would break and the blood would run all over my 
baby’s grave. Yes, even at the young age of 32, he was my baby. 

For many years following, I could not take my eyes off my grief. All my 
hopes and dreams for the future were gone—destroyed in one week. Then one 
day, Bill Rudge walked into my office and gave me a set of praying hands. The 
hands were made of olive wood from Jerusalem. Bill also penned these words, 


which hang on my wall today: 


The Lord spoke to my heart to give you these praying hands from the 
old city of Jerusalem. The Lord impressed that they should remind 
you to keep praying and trusting. Restoration. One day your hands 
and Cameron’s will be together again. Look up, just as the fingers of 
the hands point heavenward, always keep your eyes on Jesus. 


God Is Faithful In the Pain and Tears 


We live in a hurting world and need to be aware of our friends that need to 
know about God’s love. My life has been changed forever. My boat will never be 
tied to the dock again. But my Savior has me on a lake where I can fish for men 
and women to tell them Cam’s story. Through all the tragedy and pain and tears, 
God has been faithful. 

Bill Rudge called to ask if “Cam Is In Heaven” would be a good title for this 
story. I asked him, “How did you remember?” Bill said, “Remember what?” I 
responded, “On Cam’s headstone it reads, ‘CAM IS IN HEAVEN.’ ” 


It’s Not Too Late 


here are only two potential destinies. One, because of rebellion and rejection 


of Christ (to not accept Him is to reject Him), is to be eternally separated from 
God’s presence. The other, for those who have received God’s offer of salvation, 
is to find enjoyment in all that God has intended for His people since before the 
foundation of the earth. 

The choice is yours! Have you decided your eternal destiny? Carefully 
consider which eternal destiny you are facing. If you do not yet know the Lord, I 
pray you would see the great wisdom of committing your life to Jesus Christ this 
very day. 


Never Too Late 


In this life, you may have 70 years of having a good time, partying with 
friends, living a self-centered, pleasure-oriented life of debauchery, but the 
consequences of those lifestyle choices will overtake you and could be endless— 
both in this life and the next. 

A man nearing the age of 70, who had squandered his life on reckless 
behavior, told me he had asked the Lord to forgive him many times over the 
years, but after repeated failures, he felt he could never be forgiven for all he had 
done and was doomed eternally. The Lord instantly spoke to my heart the 
following words: “There is no sin the Lord cannot forgive, except the sin that is 
not asked to be forgiven.” This man, who had fallen into hopeless despair for his 
wasted life, accepted again the Lord’s offer of forgiveness. “If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and righteous, so that He will forgive us our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). I told him that, although he didn’t have 
much time left, he could still leave a legacy of faith for his family. A few years 
later, he died as a powerful witness for Jesus Christ. 


In the Days of Your Youth 


A young man made some bad choices in his teens and became addicted to 
drugs. Many years were spent trying to be free from drugs and desiring to help 
others do likewise. In the midst of his pain and challenges, Jesus Christ reached 


out and offered him the greatest gift of all—salvation and eternal Life. He 
reached back to the Lord by getting on his knees in my office to receive Christ as 
his Savior and Lord. He had little opportunity to grow in his newfound faith 
because his life was cut short by an accidental overdose. 

While the enemy meant his death for evil, God turned it around for good. 
Not only did his mother come to faith in Christ because she knew her son had 
accepted Christ and she wanted to be with him in eternity, but I was privileged to 
officiate his funeral which touched the lives of other family members and friends. 
I shared how the Lord brought triumph out of tragedy so that his death and 
seemingly wasted life were not in vain. I also explained the two crucial life- 
lessons he taught us: First, don’t mess with anything that might enslave you. If 
you already are in bondage, then do whatever you need to be set free. Second, 
eternity comes quickly and sometimes unexpectedly. So be prepared! 

Ecclesiastes chapters 11 and 12 provide us some profound insight: 


You who are young, be happy while you are young, and let your heart 
give you joy in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of your heart 
and whatever your eyes see, but know that for all these things God 
will bring you into judgment. Remember your Creator in the days of 
your youth, before the days of trouble come and the years approach 
when you will say, “I find no pleasure in them.” Now all has been 
heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind. For God will bring 
every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is 
good or evil (Ecclesiastes 11:9; 12:1, 13-14 NIV). 


That sounds frightening, and it is! But we have hope in Jesus Christ who 
took the judgment we deserve. 


God Plans So Much More 


I wrote the following poem as a reminder that God is not finished with you 
yet. We have hope both in this life and in the one to come: 


Not to worry; not to fret, 

God’s not finished with you yet. 

There are some things He wants to do, 

His purpose for you is not quite through. 
One day soon this life will be past, 

Then all He promised will come true at last. 
Excitement forever, adventures galore, 


Endless time the universe to explore. 

And oh, our God plans so much more, 

For those who’ve opened their heart’s door. 
All the hurts and pain throughout the years, 
Are wiped away with all those tears. 

Then all creation will shout loud cheers, 
For peace and joy replaces all our fears. 
Forever in His presence beholding His face, 
You too can trust His amazing grace. 


Will You See Your Loved Ones Again? 


The dead cannot return to us, but we can go to be with them. Will you see 
those loved ones again who are in Heaven? Let me answer that with another 
question: Is your name in the Book of Life (Revelation 20:11-15)? 

Do you know the God your believing loved one served? Have you accepted 
Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord? I am certain that their continual prayer 
while alive was for all of their loved ones and friends to follow their path of 
accepting the One of whom it is said: 


There is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under 
heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved 
(Acts 4:12). 


Some people fall away in grief and bitterness upon the death of a loved one 
who was a Christian because they felt God did not heal or protect them. I exhort 
them, “Don’t lose your loved one twice—the first time was in this life and the 
second time will be in Heaven and for all eternity.” Most of them eventually give 
their lives to Jesus Christ. 


Do You Know Him? Is Your Name in the Book of Life? 


The wife of a friend from my youth called to let me know that her husband 
had little time to live. In an effort to explain his need of accepting Christ as 
savior, I used the following illustration. “Jimmy, when I walked into your house 
you said, ‘Billy, come on in.’ You welcomed me in because you know me. 
However, if a stranger walks into your house you would say, ‘Get out of here, I 
don’t know you!’ One day soon, you are going to stand before the Lord. If you 
don’t come to know Him before you die, He is going to say, ‘I don’t know you, 
depart from me.’ The same thing you would say to a stranger. But, if you do 


know Him, He is going to say to you, ‘Jimmy, come on in. Welcome home!’ The 
same words you would say to a loved one who just came home.” 

On the final night of His earthly life, Jesus lifted up His eyes to Heaven and 
said: 


Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify 
You, even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom 
You have given Him, He may give eternal life. This is eternal life, that 
they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You 
have sent (John 17:1-3). 


Jesus Came to Save Witch Doctors Too 


Over the years, I have put my hand on the chests of several witch doctors 
and many others as I said, “One day, we will stand before the God who created 
the Heavens and the Earth. If our names are not written in the Book of Life 
because we rejected Christ as Savior, then we will be banished from God’s 
presence for eternity.” With rapidly beating hearts, most responded that they 
hope their name is written in the Book of Life. 

The Apostle John could not have made it clearer when he said: 


And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this 
life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does not 
have the Son of God does not have the life. These things I have 
written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you 
may know that you have eternal life (1 John 5:11-13). 


Do you know Him? Is your name in the Book of Life? Do you have a 
personal relationship with the Creator? All else is futile and will never satisfy 
you. 


If Your Loved Ones Could Come Back 


If your loved ones could come back and speak some last words, I am certain 
they would tell you that God is real, that Heaven is an amazing place, how much 
they love you and want to spend eternity with you in this incredible place where 
there is no pain or suffering. They would tell you to get your life right with Jesus 
Christ and be prepared to meet your God. 

There are three things I am certain a deceased person would say to us if 
given the opportunity. First, always be ready to meet the Lord because you never 
know when your time on this earth is up. Second, always let your family and 


friends know how much you love and appreciate them because you never know 
when you will no longer have the opportunity to do so. Third, they would tell 
you that what is ahead for believers in Christ Jesus is beyond comprehension in 
this world. 


Living With an Eternal Perspective 


BJ Rudge comments about leaving a legacy and living with an eternal 
perspective: 

All of us know that life is precious. We also know how quickly tragedy can 
come and completely change our lives. Over a period of several weeks, I received 
some phone calls that reminded me of this reality. The first call was from a 
family member about a friend who went to work and while there died from a 
heart attack. Another call was from a pastor who told me that he went to bed 
with his wife only to awake in the morning and find that she had passed away in 
her sleep. While these stories remind us of how quickly our time on this earth can 
end, the truth of this statement hits home much harder when it happens to you. 

I had just finished working on a project at the ministry center and took a 
break to eat lunch. While I was eating, I began to choke on my food and, within 
seconds, I found myself gasping for air as my face began to change colors. With 
the final breath I could take, I said to my father, “I cannot breathe.” He quickly 
ran over to me and began to perform the Heimlich maneuver. Within three 
thrusts to my stomach, he was able to help clear my air passage. While I had sore 
ribs from this ordeal, I am truly grateful to be alive. 

Reflecting on how things could have turned out differently brought to mind 
two questions, “What am I living my life for?” and “Where am I going once I 
die?” The second question was the easier one to answer, as I know that I have 
confidence in my eternal destiny. This confidence does not rest in anything that I 
have done but in what Jesus Christ accomplished for me through His life, death 
and resurrection (1 John 5:11-13). I hope and pray that everyone reading this has 
this same confidence. None of us know when our time on this earth will end. 
Therefore, we have to make sure we know where we will go once we die. 

The other question brought me face to face with how I have been living my 
life. In other words, where was I investing my time and resources? Once I knew I 
was going to be all right, the two things that came to my mind were my family 
and God. First, all I wanted to do was go home and kiss my wife and children. In 
fact, when I finally saw them, all I could think about was how grateful I was to 
hold them in my arms. Secondly, all I wanted to do was thank God for being with 
me and using my dad to save my life. Beyond this, nothing else mattered. This 
reminded me, that when I die, the only thing I can leave is my legacy. 

All of us will leave a legacy, so the real question is what our legacy will be. 
This near-death experience has reminded me that in everything I do, I want to 
leave a legacy of being faithful to my Lord and Savior and living each day before 
my family and friends with an eternal perspective. Jesus said, “For what does it 


profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul? For what will a man 
give in exchange for his soul?” (Mark 8:36-37). 

No one knows when our time to leave this earth will come. Therefore, let us 
not invest our lives solely into things that will fade with time, but rather let us 
invest our lives into that which has eternal value. When our time comes, let each 
of us have the same confidence as the Apostle Paul: “I have fought the good fight, 
I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for 
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award 
to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved his 
appearing” (2 Timothy 4:7-8). 


Will You Have Regrets? 


As an ordained chaplain and minister, I have been at the bedside of many 
dying people. I have yet to meet anyone on their deathbed who regretted 
committing their life to Jesus Christ, but I have been with several who regretted 
not accepting the Lord earlier in their lives or wished they had served Him more 
faithfully. 

Likewise, I have never met anyone who, as they got older, regretted having 
lived a disciplined life of health and nutrition, but I have met many who, having 
abused their health, regretted the poor choices they made when they were 
younger. 

Also, I have never met anyone who, having spent time with their children 
and grandchildren, later in life, regretted doing so, but I have met many who 
regretted the wasted years and lost relationships due to squandering their lives 
foolishly or because of resentment, unforgiveness or just being too busy to spend 
time with loved ones. Many facing isolation and loneliness in hospitals or nursing 
homes discover—too late—the importance of family and healthy, loving 
relationships. 

Make wise choices concerning your commitment to God, your health and 
your family—while you still have the opportunities to do so. You will never 
regret doing so! Pandita Ramabai, a 19th century Indian scholar, social reformer, 
educator and Christian convert accurately said, “A life totally committed to God 
has nothing to fear, nothing to lose, nothing to regret.” 


At the End of Your Life 


The Apostle Paul’s life was “a living and holy sacrifice” to God (Romans 
12:1; Philippians 2:17). He victoriously wrote 2 Timothy 4:6-8 near the end of his 
life, shortly before being martyred, indicating that his death would be his final 
sacrificial offering to God (“poured out as a drink offering”), for he had fought 
the good fight, finished the course and kept the faith. 

A few more thoughts that I penned, initially for my grandchildren, but also 


for you to reflect on: 


You validate your beliefs by how you live, 

You confirm your faith by what you give. 

You prove your discipline by what you deny, 

You authenticate your life by how you die. 

At the end of your life I hope you can say, 

I sought to honor the Lord each and every day. 

I love you more than you can ever know, 

at least until Heaven where true love will always show. 
My children and grandchildren I pray you will be, 
In Heaven with grandma and papa—that’s me. 
Everything I told you about Jesus is true, 

So one day in Heaven I hope to see you! 


Mercy and Grace 


Mercy is when we do not receive from our merciful God what we deserve— 
wrath and eternal separation from His presence. Grace is when we receive from 
our gracious God what we do not deserve—everlasting life in His presence. Our 
response to God’s offer of forgiveness through the ultimate sacrificial death of His 
only Son (those before His death looking forward by faith to God’s provision for 
our salvation, and those living after Christ’s death looking back to that historical 
event) determines whether or not we receive God’s mercy and grace. 

If your name is written in the Book of Life, then you will inherit all that 
God has prepared for those who love and obey Him. If it is not, then you have 
ignored or rejected God’s tremendous sacrifice and gracious offer of salvation. 


Saved Before the Last Breath 


An elderly Jewish woman, who had accepted Yeshua as her Messiah, heard 
my radio broadcast. She called the ministry because she was concerned about her 
dying sister who had not yet accepted Jesus as her Savior. She wanted me to go 
to the hospital and share the Gospel with her. Due to a hectic ministry schedule, I 
was unable to visit her at the time, so I sent other staff members and a pastor to 
visit her. She had not yet given her life to Jesus Christ, so her concerned sister 
called me again. This time,I felt an urgency to visit this woman, so I went to the 
hospital. 

Upon entering the room, I found both women there. I went over to the bed 
of the dying sister who was unable to speak and showed no signs of having any 


physical movement. The believing sister felt that it was too late to reach her with 
the Gospel, but I assured her that God’s Spirit could speak to her mind and heart 
even now. I leaned down and began to speak softly in her left ear why I believed 
Yeshua was the Jewish Messiah. I shared with her aspects of Isaiah 53 and Psalm 
22 about the Messiah as the Suffering Servant. I also shared how she could come 
to know and accept Yeshua as her Messiah. I told her that she might wonder if 
Yeshua could still forgive her since she had never accepted Him during her life. I 
then began to share with her about the thief on the cross who was dying beside 
Yeshua and how He responded to the thief by saying, “Today you will be with Me 
in paradise.” I assured her that, if she accepted Yeshua even now, she too would 
be forgiven and be with Him in paradise. 

I prayed with her, telling her to repeat my prayer in her mind and heart. 
When I finished praying, I told her that if she had accepted Yeshua as her 
Messiah to give some kind of indication. Immediately, this woman, who had been 
completely unresponsive without any movement whatsoever, began to blink her 
eyes. I went over to tell her sister that I was convinced that her dying sister had 
given her life to Yeshua. By the time we both looked back at her, she was gone. I 
called for the nurse who affirmed that she had just passed away. 

The presence of the Lord was in that room, and the believing sister who 
had been praying for several years for her sister’s salvation, was now at peace, 
knowing her sister was with their Jewish Messiah. 


At Your Funeral 


A pastor once said in a sermon, “When you were born, you alone cried and 
everybody else was happy. The only question that matters is this—when you die, 
will you be happy when everybody else is crying?” An unknown author said it 
this way: “When you were born you cried while the world rejoiced. Live your life 
in such a way that when you die the world cries while you rejoice.” 

Hopefully, at your funeral you will be thanked for all you have gifted to 
your family and friends through your faith and commitment to Jesus Christ. 
Hopefully, they will portray to others the love you have shown them throughout 
your life. Hopefully, they will be inspired to live exemplary lives of the 
faithfulness they saw in you: deep love of the Lord, diligent study of Scripture, 
dedication as a prayer intercessor and zeal as a witness for Christ. Hopefully, they 
will remember and follow the life lessons you have taught and instilled within 
them. Hopefully, they will dedicate themselves to fulfilling God’s purpose for 
their lives as you have done. Hopefully, your smile, humor, kindness, wisdom 
and faith in Jesus Christ have been so contagious that they will never forget but 
will always be mindful to emulate your example. As the Apostle Paul stated in 
Philippians 4:9: “The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in 
me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.” 

Until that glorious day when Jesus returns and the dead are raised, may the 
Holy Spirit comfort your loved ones and friends as they cherish their wonderful 


memories of you and daily live the legacy and lessons you impressed on their 
hearts. May the Lord answer your continual prayer for all your family and friends 
to come to know the One who said: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no 
one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:6). 


Great Is Thy Faithfulness 


Carolyn Mild, a good friend of our ministry, shared the following account with 
me: 

The Lord had given me this song, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” many years 
ago when I was at a very low point in my life. Whenever I needed to be reassured 
that the Lord was with me, I would hear this song playing on the radio, television 
or at church. It has helped me through many difficult crises in my life. 

Recently, when my sister-in-law, Bobbie, was dying from cancer, and I 
wasn’t sure where she stood spiritually, I felt the Lord urging me to go and talk 
with her. My husband and I went to the hospital where she was, and though we 
didn’t get to talk with her privately, we were able to pray with her. 

Not long after that, they sent her home because she didn’t have much time 
left. I went to see her and asked her if I could read to her from the Bible. She 
replied, “Yes, please read to me.” I spoke to her of the Lord and started to read, 
but because of her condition at the time, there were family members and nurses 
in and out of the room. I left the room when one of her sons came to see her. 
When I went back in, she said to me, “I thought you were going to read to me 
from the Bible.” I started to read to her and was, once again, interrupted. Shortly 
after that, I had to leave. 

I felt like I had failed the Lord. Besides, my brother didn’t want me talking 
to her about the Lord. I talked to Bill Rudge about it and his reply was, “It is 
better to do what God asked you to do and risk offending your brother now. One 
day, he will appreciate your sharing the truth with his wife.” 

A few days later, my brother called to tell me that the nurses said she 
would not make it through the night. I felt the door of opportunity closing, so I 
put the situation in God’s hands. 

She did not die that night but lingered another week. On the following 
Tuesday morning, I again called my brother and asked if I could come and read 
to her. He replied, “No, she is in a coma and I don’t want anyone to disturb her. 
Besides, she can’t hear you!” Once again, I prayed and asked the Lord to help me 
finish what He wanted me to do. 

Early Wednesday morning, I couldn’t sleep and I just kept praying for her. 
Through my tears, I prayed, “Lord, I need to know if she is going to Heaven to be 
with you. If she is, please take her home today and please give me the 
opportunity to read Scripture to her.” I believed that she could still hear what 
was being said even though she couldn’t respond. 

Later that morning, I called my brother’s home and his stepdaughter 
answered. I told her that I wanted to come and read Scripture to her mother. She 


said she would ask my brother if it would be OK. She called me back and said to 
come—but that Bobbie was in a coma and there had been no change for five 
days. 

Before I got in the house, my brother came out and said, “Don’t go in there 
and preach to her! She can’t hear you anyway.” 

I asked if I could go into the room alone with her. I whispered in her ear as 
I read from Psalm 27, John 14 and Revelation 21. I told her what to pray because 
she would be going home soon. I told her that I loved her, and I know that she 
heard me and needed the comfort of knowing God was with her and was 
preparing to take her home. 

When I came out of the room, her mother went in for a while. Then, she 
left and I went back into the room and noticed right away that there was a 
change in her condition. I went out to my brother and said, “You know that she’s 
leaving today.” I was grieving, but I had the assurance that God was taking her 
that day and that would confirm to me what I already knew. 

My sister-in-law passed away three hours later. At the funeral home, her 
mother thanked me for reading the Bible to her. She said that she wanted to do it 
but didn’t know how. I started to cry because I knew I had done what I was 
supposed to do. 

When I went back into the room where my family was, I suddenly realized 
there was music playing in the background. The song that I heard was, “Great Is 
Thy Faithfulness.” 

I know that I will see her again. She is now at peace in the presence of her 
Heavenly Father! God is so good! I wrote my brother a letter several weeks after 
the funeral telling him about my experience that day. He thanked me after he 
read it. 


It Is Not Too Late for You 


If you are reading this or listening as someone else reads this then it is not 
too late for you. You can still ask Jesus to forgive you and have your name 
written in the Book of Life. If you sincerely do so, upon death, you will be 
ushered into His eternal Kingdom. 

A man raised in a strong missionary church was lured away in his teenage 
years by an attractive girl. Instead of a heart for ministry, pleasing a young wife 
became his priority. In an amazing twist of events, the sister of the girl he 
married became a Christian and led her rebellious boyfriend to Christ. They went 
to Bible college and then into full-time ministry—eventually being ordained to 
ministry through the very denomination the first young man attended as a youth. 
Years later, the man who had fallen away in his youth, and his wife, came back 
to the Lord under the influence of her sister and husband and now faithfully 
serve Him. God works in strange and amazing ways. 

It is not always how you start the race that matters most but how you 
finish. The Lord is always ready to restore and use those who are willing. 


Jesus told the parable of a worker in His vineyard who was hired near the 
end of the day. Surprisingly, he received the same pay as the workers who started 
earlier in the day (Matthew 20:1-16). In contrast, Matthew 25:14-30 gives the sad 
end of unfaithful servants who squander their time and resources on themselves 
until the time their master returns. 

If you have a calling from the Lord—either from your youth or as an adult 
—do not be disobedient or negligent of your commitment. Be like Paul who was 
obedient to his vision from Heaven (Acts 26:19). 

You do not want to grow old and look back over the years of your life with 
remorse or stand before the Lord to answer for a wasted lifetime. Nor do you 
want to lose a loved one or friend without ever talking to them about your faith 
in Jesus Christ. 


For what good will it do a person if he gains the whole world, but 
forfeits his soul? Or what will a person give in exchange for his soul? 
(Matthew 16:26). 


There is never enough time to finish all the projects or do everything you 
want to in this life—it just passes by too fast. When you die there will be things 
left undone, but, if the focus and priority of your life are to do His will, you can 
be at peace because the time He allots you will be sufficient to accomplish His 
purpose. Just be sure to make wise choices and worthwhile pursuits so you have 
few regrets. Live your life to the “full” without being a “fool.” Make the fruit of 
your life have eternal significance. 

Pause to reflect on eternity and the awesomeness of Almighty God. Ponder 
what Heaven might be like and what splendor and joy your loved ones must be 
seeing and experiencing right now. They are radiantly beautiful and handsome. 
Consider what it will be like for you when Jesus Christ returns and when the 
dead are raised. Be encouraged as you consider what a day that will be when you 
meet Jesus face to face and are reunited with your loved ones. 


Closing Prayer 


h Lord, until that Day when the dead are raised. Until that Day when we are 


given new resurrected bodies. Until that Day when we see You face to face. Until 
that Day when we are reunited with our loved ones. Until that Day when we 
inherit all You have prepared for those who love You. Until that Day when death 
and sorrow are forever banished. Until that Day...we ask for your comfort, 
strength and grace in the midst of any loss and temporary separation. May we 
cherish the blessed memories of our loved ones as we await that magnificent day 
when Christ returns and the dead will be raised from their graves to be 
transformed with new immortal, glorified bodies! In the name of the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

May “the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7). 


In memory of 


Ray & Betty Blair 
John & Aurie Bombeck 
Walter & Flora Hall 
Edward Alton “Ted” Heutsche 
Frank & Florence Rudge 
Jeffrey Rudge 
Larry Rudge 
Marilyn Rudge 
and other family members, 
friends and ministry supporters 
who have gone home to be with the Lord. 


For More Information 


Bill Rudge has produced numerous books, pamphlets and 
audio messages on a variety of timely topics. For a complete 
listing or a copy of his informative newsletter, visit 
www.billrudge.org or write to: 


Bill Rudge Ministries P.O. Box 108 Sharon, PA 16146 U.S.A. 


www.billrudge.org 


